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SENATE BILL NO. 147
INTRODUCED BY J. SHOCKLEY
BY REQUEST OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWINGTHEBDEPARTMENTOFNATURALRESOURCESAND

FORAPERMITPROCESS UNBER-CERTAIN-CIREUMSTANCES; CLARIFYING THE AUTHORITY OF THE
PRESIDING OFFICER OF ABOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO CLOSE AREAS TO ACCESS UPON
A DECLARATION OF AN EMERGENCY OR DISASTER; StARIFHNGTHATWHEN-THEGOVERNOR-ORA

AREAISALSS-CLOSEBTOHUNTINGANDHSHING: AMENDING SEEHONS16-3-164; SECTION 10-3-406,
ANB-87-3-166; MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Legislative
Services -1- Authorized Print Version - SB 147
Division



60th Legislature SB0147.04

© 0 N oo o B~ w N

W N DN N DN N DN DN DN DN PP PR, R, R, R
o ©O© 00 N o 0o A~ WN B O 0o 00N o o0~ N -+ o

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Activity restrictions in high fire hazard areas. (1) A board of county

commissioners may designate areas on private land or on land that is not under the jurisdiction of a municipality
or a state or federal agency as high fire hazard areas.

(2) Except as provided in 87-3-106(2), in designated high fire hazard areas, the board may require all
persons, firms, or corporations present or engaged in any activity in those areas to cease operations or activities
or to adjust working hours to less critical periods of the day.

(3) The presiding officer of the board may control ingress and egress into a high fire hazard area if an
emergency or disaster is declared under the provisions of Title 10, chapter 3, part 4.

(4) (A) AN ENTITY THAT IS CONDUCTING OFFICIAL BUSINESS, AN ENTITY HAVING ACTUAL RESIDENCE AS A

PERMANENT OR PRINCIPAL PLACE OF ABODE IN THE DESIGNATED AREA, OR AN ENTITY ENGAGED IN EMPLOYMENT THAT

DOES NOT PRESENT A FIRE HAZARD MUST BE ALLOWED INGRESS AND EGRESS UNLESS THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT RISK TO

HUMAN HEALTH OR SAFETY.

(B) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "OFFICIAL BUSINESS" INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO THE FUNCTIONS

OF GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND THE ACTIVITIES OF UTILITIES, COOPERATIVES, AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDERS

TO OPERATE, CONSTRUCT, REPAIR, AND MAINTAIN UTILITY FACILITIES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE PUBLIC.
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Section 2. Section 10-3-406, MCA, is amended to read:

"10-3-406. Authority of principal executive officer. (1) Upon the declaration of an emergency or
disaster under 10-3-402 or 10-3-403 and the issuance of an order as required by 10-3-404, the principal executive
officer may:

tH(a) direct and compel the evacuation of all or part of the population from an incident or emergency
or disaster area within that political subdivision when necessary for the preservation of life or other disaster
mitigation, response, or recovery; and

2)(b) control the ingress and egress to and from an incident or emergency or disaster area; AND the

movement of persons within the area;ant-the-occtpancy-of premises-thereininthe-area.

(2) Fhe SuBJECT TO [SECTION 1(4)(A)], THE authority to control ingress and egress, as provided in

subsection (1)(b), includes the authority to close wildland areas to access during periods of extreme fire danger."
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12 —F2) [Section 3 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 7, chapter 33, part 22, and the
13 provisions of Title 7, chapter 33, part 22, apply to [section 3 1].
14
15 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective June 1, 2007.
16 - END -
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