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SENATE BILL NO. 2031

INTRODUCED BY J. BALYEAT2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING A COUNTY SHERIFF OR THE SHERIFF'S DESIGNEE4

TO AUTHORIZE THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL AIR PATROL CADETS IN SEARCH AND RESCUE5

OPERATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 7-32-235, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 7-32-235, MCA, is amended to read:10

"7-32-235.  Search and rescue units authorized -- under control of county sheriff -- optional11

funding. (1) A county may establish or recognize one or more search and rescue units within the county.12

(2) (a) Except in time of martial rule as provided in 10-1-106, search and rescue units and their officers13

are under the operational control and supervision of the county sheriff, or the sheriff's designee, having jurisdiction14

and whose span of control would be considered within reasonable limits.15

(b)  A county sheriff or the sheriff's designee may authorize the participation of members of the civil air16

patrol, including cadets under 18 years of age, in search and rescue operations.17

(3)  Subject to 15-10-420, a county may, after approval by a majority of the people voting on the question18

at an election held throughout the county, levy an annual tax on the taxable value of all taxable property within19

the county to support one or more search and rescue units established or recognized under subsection (1). The20

election must be held as provided in 15-10-425."21

22

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.23
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