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To: House Appropriations Committee
Rep. John Sinrud, Chair

Re: SB 42 Revise Economic Development Programs

As the Executive Director of the Butte Local Development Corporation and an
economic development practitioner, I work with many economic development
programs on a daily basis. The following programs are the most useful and

effective programs with which I have worked.

% Small Business Development Centers

Montana Manufacturing Extension Center

Montana Board of Research and Commercialization Technology
Montana International 1d Relations Bureau '
Certified Regional Development Corporations

Montana Growth through Agriculture

Montana Cooperative Development Center
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These programs serve very important functions in a great variety of areas. They
offer assistance to Montanans trying to start a new business, existing Montana
businesses trying to stay in business or expand their markets, companies
involved in everything from high technology odern agriculture. The state
funding for these programs are leveraged with other monies from the federal
government and private business. Itis e
sunset date on these programs so that
across our great state. .

very important piece of legislation.

I appreciate your support on t

Executive Director.

Butte Local Development Corporation
480 E. Park St. - PO Box 507 - Butte, Montana 59703




Montana Economic Developers Association

118 E. Seventh St.; Suite 2A Anaconda, MT 59711
ph: 406.563.5259 fx: 406.563.5476

March 31, 2007

TO: HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
John Sinrud, Chair

Re: SB42 Revise Economic Development Programs

The Montana Economic Developers Association (MEDA) represents over 200 professionals who work
for local economic development organizations across the State of Montana. At our fall conference held in
Havre, we finalized our agenda for the current legislative session. Of highest priority to our membership is the
removal of the 2010 sunset for key economic development programs including:

< Small Business Development Centers

Montana Manufacturing Extension Center

Montana Board of Research and Commercialization Technology
< Montana International Trade and Relations Bureau

< Certified Regional Development Corporations

< Montana Growth through Agriculture

< Montana Cooperative Development Center

Itis crucial for the 2010 sunset to be removed from these programs so that the tremendous work
resulting from these programs can continue. An Impact Report was compiled by Montana Economic
Developers Association that summarizes the performance and outcomes of these key program tools. A copy of
this report is being made available to you and it is available online at
http://www.medamembers.org/ImpactReport.pdf

On behalf of MEDA,
Ddle 5hpee b

Rick Edwards, President

Cc: MEDA Board of Directors
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March 31, 2007

TO: HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
John Sinrud, Chair

Re: SB42 Revise Economic Development Programs

I apologize for not being present to testify before this committee in favor of
SB42. These programs are an important part in the growth and development of
Montana’s economy. Montana is exceptional in that it has six very successful programs
to lead its economic development future.

I feel fortunate to have played a role in this work being a former founder and
president of two successful Montana entrepreneurial companies, Chairman of the
Governor’s task force for Research and Development and a member of the R&C Board.

I feel it is highly important the committee recognize these programs create wealth,
wealth creates income, income pay taxes, taxes support education, education develops
our most valuable product — our children-, the developed wealth provides jobs for these
educated children, the children create more wealth to grow future generations.

Montana was delinquent as to creating growth from 1960 to 1990 and we have
suffered from the result. In the 1990°s we started over. This bill is directed to a
continuation of that growth.

1 urge the Committee to support SB42 with a 100% vote. Thank you for your
consideration.

el g

Ralph L. Hutcheson
Montana Ambassador
Bozeman, MT 59715




TWO RIVERS ECONOMIC GROWTH

A coalition for the future development of Valley County
74 4™ Street North, Glasgow, Montana 59230 406-228-3937 phone  406-228-8793 fax

April 1,2007

TO: HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Re: SB42 Revise Economic Development Programs

Two Rivers Economic Growth is a very small local economic development organization serving Glasgow
and Valley County. The programs served by SB42 allow us the opportunity to provide services to individuals and

business in our area that we would otherwise be without. Key economic development programs provided in
SB42 include:

Small Business Development Centers

Montana Manufacturing Extension Center

Montana Board of Research and Commercialization Technology
Montana International Trade and Relations Bureau

Certified Regional Development Corporations

Montana Growth through Agriculture

Montana Cooperative Development Center
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It is essential for the 2010 sunset to be removed from these programs so that the tremendous work
resulting from these programs can continue. An Impact Report was compiled by Montana Economic Developers
Association that summarizes the performance and outcomes of these key program tools. A copy of this report is
available to you online at http://www.medamembers.org/mpactReport.pdf . With your help and support of SB42
we will be able to continue these very successful programs for ALL of Montana.

Thank you for your dedicated service to Montana.

Respectfully,

iy (P

Larry Mires,
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T arion Members of the House Appropnations Cominittee
Sy Montana Legislature
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Ba Tty oo Dear Housc Appropriations Committee:
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Mary Alice Unton Montana Business Assistance Connection, a MT Certified Regional
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