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Chairperson and committee members,
My name is Kenneth Carison from Great Falis.

| work for Eastersaais-Goodwill store as an Extended Employee and | do enjoy the
opportunity to work with my hands with dignity around people of this area. This
program heips me pay a part of our living expenses at home with our families as wall
ashebMﬂnmﬂwadmstforthenon—pmﬁt Business of the Goodwill store so
they can help train peopie that are not competitively employable without extended
help,lookforiobs.ThispmgmmhelpssomaofmeExtenMEmployeestostanback
into the full work force and all of us to live with dignity even if they are terminally ill as
wasoneofmypastco—mrker.Otlmmembersmatwereabletomoveoutofagrmp
home and live functiona) independently and knowing that their medical condition
wuputﬂmnbackhﬂ:egmuphomesomeﬁmeinthefumre. if anyone wants to
work with in his / her physical and mentai residual functionl capacity that is how
importamitisforusinmaEmmEmployeeProgram to be around those how care
aboutusandbeabletodosomathingforthegoodofomersnomattarhowfewhours
we can work.

lhaveaCollegeeducaﬁmbutduetoafourteenfootfauwhilacleaningsmfm
meroofofmyhomnainDecambarnHQQSbecausethesmwwasdaapenoughto
mmsmvmpipeswhichmdhavesemtoﬂcﬂmasintothOMUsemat
couid have harmed my tamily. there was a thin layer of ice under the snow that sent
me off the roof head first, } now have a Traumatic brain injury, the part of my brain that
storedﬂnCdmeeducaﬁonwasemsed.!mwveryIMesnmtemmammy.Abrain
injury is as unique as snow flacks falling outside no two are the same. | had a M.R.I
takentwoyearsaftefmefauanditshcmadapicu.:reofwhatlookadlikeacanof
wonnsinabaﬂ,bMﬂwmwerabngsemimsofbmmmatmbiack.Alsokmwasm
mmofdaam.mswaseaqalaimdbymybom,thatdotoinimymatpamamy
brainaredeadnevermbemplacedandwhatwassmredinthataraawouldhaveto
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be relearned and if any vital areas such as speech, vision or hearing, would be gone
forever. In a job after my brain injury, when ever | need to find something by
numbers, | found my brain wouid turn the numbers around and | could not find the
item | was seeking. The chances for me having competitive empioyment is very slim
according to the Montana State Job Service and the Social Security Administration.
To me this extended employee program gives me the opportunity to be useful at work
and gives pride to my tamily members knowing that | am working not relying on them
to pay for my personal needs. At least those of us with disabilities, disadvantages
and other needs can work to ma:dmizeomindependmundermeﬁx;tgnm_
Employvee program,

There are many other people that want to work and this program is the only one
matisheingusedfortfmuﬁm&sabﬂiﬁes. and with out the funding there will be less
tax payers and more on weltare. This Extended Employee program has helped me
experiencs success, satisfaction and frustration at learning new things, fearn to work
with cognitive limitations, and working with a verity of people.

Thank you for listening to my testimony.
Kenneth N. Carison an Extended Employee. 766 32 Avenue North East Great Falls,
Mt 58404 (406) 727-4965




