" MOSBY MUSSELSHELL WATERSHED GROUP

Chairman-Scott Hill
Watershed Coordinator-Cal Frank
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Dear Representative Kasten,

_ Ve are ranchers along the Musselshell River, and are members of the Moshy Musselshel!
Watershed Group. This Group involves about 100 river miles of the Lower Musselsheil, and
ubout 22 ranching members plus some small landowners and agency members,

In 1998-99 several of thesa landowners were involved in an EQIP Priority Area wihich haiped
thern improve itrigation practices and do some off straam iivestock watering systems, among
other things. At that same time, in conjunction with the DEQ, thay put togather & VWater
Rostoration Plan (TMDL Plan) for the lower portion of the Musseishell River. Since the
Musselshell River i3 a chwonicaily dewalered siream, one of the goals of the Water Restoration
Pian was o look into the possibility of off stream water storage for the lower river erea.

Wreri the Mosby Musselshell Watershed Group (MMWG) organized in January of 20085, one of
the main goels in the Plan of Work included looking at off stream storage for irrigation purposes,
a:.d to help keep the lower portion of the river flowing o a more reliable basis. It 2006, the
Graup, werking with the Garfield and Petroleun County Congervation Districts, abisined an
irggation Development Grant through Pat Riley of the DNRC Conservation and Resource

[ evelopment Division. These funds were used io hire an engineer, who has researched severai
Lssibie storage sites, put together historical flow data for the area, and oiferad the Group

¢ ssistance as they proceed through the various staps neaded in the feasibility of &

= orage facility. At ihis time, the Group is focused on & site that shows promise of holding 3600 -
5000 acre feet of water. This woulc adequately supply & second irrigation for most of the irigated
acres located below this site. A turbine pumping system would aliow the manufacture of at lsast
some of the electricity needed to run the system.

i 1 surnmary, we feel that the Imigation Development Program and Pat Riley have haen very
senaficial to us and our Group. If we have a feasible storage project, and could actually geta
reservoir built, it would be a grest economical bacst 1o the landowners in this area. We would
ancourage continued funding for this program.

£ YOu Nave sny QuUesticns of Loncems, please contact Scott Hifl, 420-5331, or Diane Ahigren,
429-6851. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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