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Cultural & Aesthetic Coal Tax Grants

Trudi Schmidt reading testimony from the Great Falls Symphony.
“Mister Chairman... Representative Kasten... members of the Committee. 1 am

Carolyn Valacich, Executive Director of the Great Falls Symphony, testifying in writing

on behalf of grant # 1257 requesting funding for general operating support to underwrite

that portion of the GFSA’s budget which relates specifically to outreach concerts and

educational programs in the schools and communities of rural Montana.

First, I want to thank Trudi for reading this testimony on our behalf. The change
tvdg s
n today’s schedule combined with the weather lsgs made it impossible for o to get to
—

Helena in time to testify.

I prepared a packet for each of you that includes some key infbrmation about the
Great Falls Symphony. As you will see from the first insert, the GFSA consists of a full
size orchestra, symphonic choir, a regional youth orchestra and 2 professional resident
ensembles, a string QUARTET... the Cascade Quartet and a woodwind QUINTET... the
Chinook Winds. Education and excellence are at the forefront of our mission to serve the
people of Montana.

The Great Falls Symphony is unique in several ways...
FIRST, we are the ONLY symphony in Montana that provides employment for
professional musicians through the resident ensemble program... The 9 musicians
mvolved are the “core” or our orchestra AND our educational programs. If you look at
the map included in your packet entitted WHERE WE’VE BEEN... you will see that our
service area extends across Montana, and beyond. Ouy ensembles have been to EVERY

community represented on this distinguished committee... they have shared their passion

for their profession, their love of music and the importance it plays in our every day lives




with children and adults where YOU live. “For the record”... we’d love to come back
soon! Cultural & Aesthetic funds will continue to allow us to keep performance fees
affordable for every community large and small.

The SECOND way in which we are unique is that we are the only Symphony in
Montana to sponsor a Youth Orchestra. This year we have 75 young musicians who
gather in Great Falls every Sunday afternoon under the direction of our music director
Gordon Johnson to share their quest for excellence. The purpose of the program is to utilize
music as a vehicle to help students foster a work ethic for excellence and discover what it takes
to be original, creative, and develop leadership skills for the future. If you look at the second
map in your packet you will see that members come from as far as Helena and Sunburst EVERY
Sunday. What commitment! Again, it is funds such as these that allow this program to continue.}

The last item in your packet is a season brochure. It outlines everything we do...
concerts, free events, special events, educational concerts and on the last page... our
season ticket prices... which are THE lowest in the state. Yes, our concerts are sold out...
yes we could charge more... but... it is our commitment to our patrons to provide the
highest quality cultural experience... at prices affordable for everyone. Again, why the
funds you allocate here are SO very important. As you go forward with this hearing, I
urge to evaluate this program through the testimony you hear... and make a commitment
to “somehow” find a way to increase the funding of the corpus of the trust to a level that
will more adequately meet the needs of this culturally rich state. THANK YOU.

... sincerely, Carolyn Valacich, Great Falls Symphony.




