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[ am the Belgrade City Court Judge, a court of limited jurisdiction. I
am also a member of the Montana Supreme Court Commission on Self-
Represented Litigants. I submit the following written testimony in support
of HB 60 Access to Civil Justice Act, a Self-Help Law Program.

As a judge, I see the difficulty that an individual faces when trying
resolve a legal issue. Self-represented litigants comprise the vast majority of
individuals who appear on civil matters in courts of limited jurisdiction.

‘ There has been some progress in creating standardized forms for use by the
public. However, the majority of these forms relate to domestic relations.
The need is great to continue to develop forms in a wide variety of areas,
including landlord-tenant and consumer law.

Equal access to justice is a fundamental right. HB 60 will have a
significant and positive impact on the lives of all Montanans. HB 60 gives
individuals the help they need to resolve their legal issues. This bill’s
funding will be leveraged into a much greater benefit by providing training,
form development, education, and obtaining and training of volunteers to
assist the public.

In conclusion, I believe HB 60 takes a substantial step in furthering
the citizen’s right to equal access to justice under the law. Thank you for

your consideration of this written testimony.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Michele L. Snowberger
Belgrade City Court Judge




