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What is the makeup of Montana’s offender
population?

This group of about 12,000 people is largely
white males, has an average age of nearly 36
and is mostly serving sentences on probation or
parole.

The chart on Page A-15 page provides a snap-
shot of the population under supervision of the
Department of Corrections. Taken in mid-2006
as the fiscal year ended, it shows 80 percent
were male and just over 79 percent of all of-
fenders were white. American Indians ac-
counted for 14.7 percent of the total, more than
twice their representation in the state’s overall
population. About 3 percent were Hispanic and
1.5 percent were black. Female offenders had a
slightly larger percentage of Indians than males,
17.7 percent versus 14 percent.

Although Indians accounted for just under 15
percent of all offenders, they made up a greater
portion of the prison populations. Eighteen per-
cent of imprisoned male offenders and 26.6
percent of imprisoned female offenders were
Indian.

The average age among women offenders was
35.8 years, almost identical to the average age

of 35.9 among men. Average ages varied
slightly among the races. Indian offenders were
a year younger than white offenders, Hispanic
and black offenders averaged two years young-
er. Offenders on probation or parole tended to
be 2-4 years older than the overall population.
The oldest population among males was in the
drug or felony DUI treatment programs, where
the average age was about 39% years. The
eldest population among female offenders was
parolees with an average age of 39% years. The
youngest population for men — 30.7 years — was
in the Missoula Assessment and Sanction Cen-
ter (MASC), the START (Sanction, Treatment,
Assessment, Revocation and Transition) center,
and the boot camp. The same was true for
women, where the youngest offenders with an
average of 32 years were in the Billings Assess-
ment and Sanction Center and the female boot
camp.

Overall, about six out of every 10 offenders
were on probation or parole. About 60 percent
of men and 76.6 percent of women were in
those categories. About 77 percent of offenders
were in programs other than prison. Just over 6
percent of offenders were in prerelease centers.
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~ Adult Offender Population Demographics
6302006 S DR a e B s
Gender ‘(r),rsr_teactu;ma’ Type - Whit American Hi .| African O th L Genqer C(’}':talzed
) "Imaté, |_Age | 366 33.1 28.7 0.0 304 | 353
" |Percent| 68.4% | 26.6% 3.5% 0.0% 1.4% | 11.6% 2.3%
32.9 27.8 0.0 29.3 403 | 321

BASC/ICP |—2&!
LT T [Percent] 69.4% | 222% | 5.6% 28% | 56% | 15% | 03%
| WATCW | Age | 39. 40.8 336 260 | 424 | 389

i ‘Co‘n"ne‘c‘tions Percent| 62.9% | 25.7% 3.7% 2.9% 29% | 1.4% 0.3%

| Prereleass |-Age | 334 32.7 31.8 36.5 267 | 33.1
Female |- |Percent| 64.5% | 31.2% | 28% 07% | 07% | 58% | 12%

| wp |Are [ 363 35.4 279 0.0 00 | 360
|l |Percent| 81.6% | 158% | 2.6% 00% | 00% | 31% | 0.6%

| parole | Age | 393 | 396 40.6 0.0 0.0 | 394
o |Percent| 79.8% | 192% | 1.0% 00% | 00% | 41% | 0.8%

o | Age | 360 35.8 34.6 3.2 | 379 | 359
:,13’5";"’“‘-";”",«(‘?: Percent| 803% | 150% | 22% 05% | 2.0% | 72.5% | 14.4%

bl s _Age | 361 35.1 332 3.0 | 371 | 358
. |Percent| 77.6% | 17.7%* | 24% ¢| 05% % | 1.8% [ 19.9%

_Age | 375 349 35.1 34.8 299 | 36.8

S __ |Percent| 752% | 18.0% | 38% | 24% | 0.6% | 263% | 21.1%
 |MASC/START| Age | 306 | 325 237 307 | 201 | 307
- |_/TSCTC _|Percent| 728% | 20.7% | 31% | 2.7% | 08% | 2.7% | 2.1%

| WATCHW | Age | 400 37.5 45.5 37.8 417 | 396
| Connections |Percent| 76.6% | 18.9% | 2.0% 1.0% | 15% | 21% | 1.6%

e Age | 339 33.3 34.9 435 349 | 340
| Brerelease I cent] 76.0% 183% | 2.8% | 18% | 1.0% | 62% | 50%

o ISP _Age | 354 35.9 32.3 38.7 243 | 353
" |Percent| 86.1% | 8.8% 2.7% 14% | 1.0% | 3.0% 2.4%

Parole : Age 38.5 38.0 38.8 35.9 369 | 384
L |Percent| 82.0% | 11.7% 3.1% L7% | 15% | 62% 5.0%

b Age | 357 35.1 342 32.0 299 | 354
o hroaton - eeent] 82.1% 11.6% | 33% | 15% | 1.6% | 53.6% | 42.9%

| Age | 362 35.0 34.6 34.1 30.7 | 359

~ Owerall |

| Percent| 79.7% | 14.0% 3.3% 1.8% | 12% 80.1%

1 Age | 362 35.0 344 34.0 324 | 358

: CombmedTotals

Percent| 79.3% | 14.7% 3.1% 1.5% 14% |

Inmates include offenders at Montana State Prison, Montana Women’s Prison, Crossroads Correctional Center, Cascade
County Regional Prison, Dawson County Regional Prison, county jails and those out to court.

Prerelease includes those in prerelease and transitional living.
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