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House Judiciary Commmittee Members { ;i:’mw;
Mowtana House of Representatives J

PO, Box 200400
Helera, MT 594

RE: OPPOSITION TO HB334

Dear Madame Chaizne Fthe Comimitiee:

For the record, my pame is Tracey R. Feickert and [ Hve at 47 Cemerary Loop in Terry,
Montana. Thank you for the oppertunity to present my testimony, I would love to be
there in person and planned to today, but the roads are impassabie,

It is my understanding that a mandatory motoreycle/quadricyele helmet law is betag

introduced for all Montana public roads. I am writing to ask vou not to support such
legislation.

Pd appreciate your consideration of the following:

1. Ilive and work on an irrigated farm and ranch in eastern Montana. With high fuel
prices and low commadity prices, we try to save DIONSY 4Ny Wiy we ¢an,
including using motorcycles and four wheelers {quadricycles) in cur operation of
farming and ranching activities. I've read the bill draft request and enderstand
that a highway in Montana includes any road the public can drive on. This
unforturately includes roads through private property. A law r2quiring helmets to
operate this machinery would be detrimental to my operation

]

A mandatory motorcycle helmet law would hurt Montana’s ourism industry.
Riders raveling to enjoy Montana’s great outdocis in the simnmertime would no
longer visit here. Furthermore, riders will not come through the state of Montana
on their way to gotherings such as Sturgis, etc., if they are required to wear
helmets here.

3. - A mandatory helmet law will not prevent accidents. In fact, “relative to the
number of registered motorcvcles, states with mandstory helmet laws had
12.5% maore accidents and 2.3% more fatalities than free choice states for the
14 year period 1977-1990.7 (Source: Accident and Fatality Srauistics, analyzed
by A.R. Mackenzie, MDY} “Itis concluded that: {. motorcycle helmets have no
significant effect or. probability of fatality; and 2. past 2 critical impact speed,
helmets imcrease the severity of neck injaries.” (Sowrce: Dr Joratian
Goldstein, Bowdoin College). “Helmets are minimally effective in preventing
most injuries. (Source: Nationg! Highway Traffic Sqjety Admiristration report
o Congress, the CODES Srudy, 1995). Motorcyclists have shown that they are no
less responsible for bearing the consequences of their choives as any other vehicle
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operator. 1t is not the role of government to protect pevple from the
emntional effects of others’ choices. If this were the case, laws would have been
enacted against everything that has a potentially negative effect on others, such ag
divorce and death!

4. Education is key 1o promoting motorcycle safety. American Bikers Aiming
Tewards Education (A.B.A.T.E.) provides motercycle safsly courses every
weekend with the goal of providing riders with safety techuiques and information.
I believe it is important to educate the public, rather than mandate safety gear.

We all inake choices. Being a fiee citizen of this counry means being free to live
our lives as we see #it, provided that we do not physically barin the person or
property of another. It raeans bearing the responsibility of vne’s choices and
decisions.

Lastly, I'd like to remind you of some meaningful words of Senator Mike Mansfield.
~“Montansny don’t need Government felling thers what is good for them,
Montapans kuow what is right for them. Ihat’s why they ayr. celled Montauans ”
Itis NOT the role of government to protect one from: oneself. The Declaration of
Independence siates that all men are “endowed by their Creator with certain unalienabie
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.” Let’s keep our
f1ghts that our ancestors fought so hard for us o have!!

Please consider my statements. 1 appeeciate your time and willingness fo listen to my
views on this issue. Plesse do not support this legislation.

Respectiully,
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Tracey R. Feicken
Box 370

Terry, MT $9349%




