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— \ ative rlmerlmn people

' continue to get discr iminated
. A . againstand mistreated by the
- Blllmgs Police Department

— VELMA PRETTY ONTOP

I amv a Proflessional Native American woman.
1 work as the Executive Director for a nonprofit
organization here in Billings. About ten vears
ago 1 was finishing by I).u.heh)m degree at msu
Billings and had a horrible experience with a
Billings Patrol officer.

On my way home one evening. my brother and |
stopped at a local gas station to wait for his ride
back to the Crow reservation. We had been in
the parking lol. in my car, for about a half-hour
when a Billing Police car pulled into the gas
station parking lot and circled my- car, shining
the spot light into the car and finally stopping
immediately in frontof me.

The officer approached my car using a flashlight
to blind me. He asked for my lieense and reg-
istration. A short while later. he asked me 1o step
oul. I complied. He then grabbed me. slammed
me against the car and handealTed me. At this

point | was in shock. When my brother heard
the thud of my body against the ear he jumped
out and began asking what was happening.
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The Patrol officer pulled his gun,

gméitod it &
my brother, and began yelling at hi

This entire lime 1 had been askmg&&he—omtm““__w

why he was doing this to me. My brother, still
confused, then spoke to me in Crow. askmg me
what was happening. | answered to him in Crow
and told him I was being arrested, to follow me

to the jail in the car and we would figure it out
from there. When the officer heard my brother
and 1 talking.in Crow he became very lratc and
agitated. He old me to,*Shut the fi#k up!” and
sdl(l “We don't talk that way!™ He then grabbed
me by the hair, told me 1 should speak English.
and bv«ran shoving me to the Police car. At this
time 1 was so scared that 1 literally ran to the
police car and as the officer caught up to me he
thed my head right into the top of the door as
1 leaned 1o sit in the car. On the way to the jail-

house he continued 1o a gresswolv and mean-
Iy berate me. He continued to tell me T should
spoal\ English. and told me he knew what my
hrother nnr! I were saying.

When | got 1o the detention facility, as 1 was be-
ing lm-r(-:pnnl('d I found out that I had been
arrested (or an unpaid tralfic violation....my
life had been busy and | had simply fur"()tton
to pay it and Ihvv had issued a bench warramt.
1 10ld the ()|TI(,CI5 about my treatment during
the arrest. Those officers .agrccd 1 had hccn
mistreated. that 1 should have been told what |
was being arrested for: and | should have heen
given the opportunity to pay the fine belore be-
ing arrested.

I did file a formal complaint. 1 had a mecting the
Billings Chicf of Police. I told the Chief that 1 be-
lieved this incident was racially motivated, and
he refused to acknowledge it He mstead chose
to pass itofTas a mistake h\ an over-cager rookie
cop and told me the officer had been leprnn.md

ed. 1 still shudder when 1 see that Policeman. to
this day.

| 1old the Police Chicef that | wantod the Police
Department to acknowledge its problem with
my people. | wanted them to work to get train-
ing o stop mare inc sidents like this lrmn hap-
pening.Ten vears later. | have family and fricnds
who continue to get discr 'mnnatv(l against and
mistreated by lhc Billings Police l)cparlnlcnl.
Where is the progress? :
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