Close Exempt Well Loophole to Developers.

The Montana Water Use Act requires that when more than one small well is used in an area (and their
combined flow rate exceeds the 35 gpm and 10 af/y imits), the "combined” wells are subject to DNRC permitting
and an analysis of their effects on local water sources and existing water rights. However, DNRC has narrowly
interpreted this language to require permitting only if the wells have been “manifolded” (i.e.,piped) together.
DNRC ‘s interpretation has ged development of tens of thousand
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>

of wells without any consideration
ground and surface water sources. Large-scale subdivision
developers now rely heavily on
this exemption because it ensures
there is no scrutiny of the
impacts of their developments
on ground and surface water. To
protect senior irrigation rights
and river flows, this permitting
loophole needs to be closed so
it can no longer be exploited
by developers at the expense of
senior water right holders.

of their impact—individually or cumulativel
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your water
rights using a
common sense
approach to
groundwater

® Groundwater Welt

) Closed Basins: Jefferson, Madison,
Milk, Teton, Upper Clark Fork,
Bitterroot, Upper Missouri River

development
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