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March 30, 2007

Re: SB 452
Honorable Walter McNutt and Members Montana House Natural Resource Committee:

Although the goals of SB 452 are worthy, the concept of government bodies taking over
ownership and/or control of private working land is not the way to achieve those goals.
SB 452 is a needless expansion of Government and associated bureaucracy. The last
thing Montana needs is more land off the tax rolls and into government ownership or
control. We certainly do not need taxpayer-subsidized government owned operations that
pay no taxes competing with taxpaying private farmers and ranchers. We believe this bill
will accelerate the rate of bankruptcies and the number of “willing sellers” of other
agricultural operations.

DNRC needs to concentrate on the missions they currently have and improve their
service to the public and increase revenues from trust lands. DNRC does not need any
additional missions to dilute accomplishments of their existing missions. We believe
expanding DNRC and other government bodies into acquisition and management of
tradition farming and ranching to compete with taxpaying private operations is a bad
idea.

The goals of SB452 are currently already being accomplished by numerous State and
Federal conservation easement programs, many non-profit corporations, and well as
private individuals and corporations.

* . Please vote no on SB 452.
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