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Hello, I am Orvis Nelson from Homestead, Montana. I and my two Bneo, S B 17
operate a cow calf operation along with dryland and pivot irrigation farming
and some 900 acres of CRP.

North East Montana has established an excellent reputation with pheasant
hunters from almost every state in the US including Alaska and Canada
because of the Block Management program and CRP.

These hunters don’t do anything that might infringe on their right to return
and hunt in the years to come.

Several farmers in the area have been planting pheasants, nearly all of
them reporting good success with the plantings. In the past 3 or 4 years we
have had good hatches in the wild pheasants as well. Consequently the
pheasant hunters have enjoyed seeing and harvesting large numbers of
pheasants, and the state harvesting money from the nonresident license.

With the large numbers of hunters we have attracted ,I am sure that our
wild birds will not be able to produce enough birds to satisfy the birds these
hunters come back to harvest every year, and they won’t be back unless there
are some pheasants around. If we have a year when bad weather wipes out
nearly all the wild birds, that is when we will desperately need the guarantee
of the 15% Upland Game Bird Enhancement Program budget to restock a
foundation flock as well as large numbers for hunters to harvest. This part of
Montana has a history of a devastating winter about every so often, and the
last several years we have been in a drought situation that has been affecting
the businesses in this area to the point that they refer to hunting season as
their harvest season every fall with the new money coming into the
community for services, motels, bars, cafes, grocery stores, veterinarians, gas
stations. Some hunters are also buying vacant farmsteads in the country and
vacant houses in these small towns ,where we are loosing population every
year, Keeps them on the tax rolls and utilities connected.

It has been my experience visiting with Fish and Wildlife personnel that
they definitely feel that planting pheasants is not economically feasible where
they gather information for those opinions I do not know. I do know that
some years back we had 200 birds planted on our place and the roosters were
banded with a very inexpensive leg band. That fall as hunters obtained their
hunting permission slips from us I asked them if they would return the bands
to me if it wasn’t to much of an inconvience. 200birds 100 would be banded
rooster and we had 13 bands returned. That winter as my wife and I watched
the pheasants out our living room window we observed quite a few roosters
eating the grain we had fed them with bands on their legs. Simple proof to
me that feeding and planting works for pheasants to survive.
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