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HOUSE BILL NO. 437
INTRODUCED BY B. HANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO
CONSIDER THE TRANSPORTATION ENERGY POLICY WHEN EXERCISING THE POWERS AND
PERFORMING THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT; REVISING THE TRANSPORTATION ENERGY POLICY;
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 60-2-201 AND 90-4-1010, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 60-2-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"60-2-201. General powers of department. (1) The department may plan, lay out, alter, construct,
reconstruct, improve, repair, and maintain highways on the federal-aid systems and state highways according
to priorities established by and on projects selected and designated by the commission.

(2) The department may cooperate and contract with counties and municipalities to provide assistance
in performing these functions on other highways and streets.

(3) The department may review and approve projects for the installation of public works on state highway
rights-of-way and authorize a county or municipality to let contracts related to steh the improvements.

(4) The department shall adopt necessary rules for the construction, repair, maintenance, and marking
of state highways and bridges.

(5) _The department shall consider the transportation energy policy in 90-4-1010 when exercising the

powers and performing the duties of the department as set forth in this chapter.

(6) (a) The department shall, on an annual basis, issue a report that describes the actions that the

department has taken or intends to take to implement the transportation energy policy established in 90-4-1010.

(b) The annual report must be issued by October 1 and presented to the revenue and transportation

interim committee prior to December 1 of each year."

Section 2. Section 90-4-1010, MCA, is amended to read:
"90-4-1010. Transportation energy policy. (1) It is the transportation energy policy of the state of
Montana to promote actions that encourage the conservation of energy through the environmentally responsible
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management and planning of efficient transportation systems. This policy further recognizes that:

(a) energy conservation must be balanced with the state's interest in establishing, preserving, and
maintaining a safe, efficient transportation system that equitably meets the mobility needs of Montana's citizens
and connects them to the nation's economy;

(b) _transportation infrastructure planning and development must consider not only the vehicular

movement of people and goods but also the effect of transportation infrastructure on land use, water quality and

quantity, and wildlife, the financial impacts on local government, and the atmospheric impacts from vehicle

emissions; and
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(c)_an inefficient transportation system results in a higher number of vehicle miles traveled and not only

perpetuates the nation's overreliance on foreign oil but harms the state's economy by further exposing the state's

citizens to high fuel prices and causes Montanans to spend more on fuel than they otherwise would, which results

in lower expenditures for goods and services within Montana to the detriment of state and local economies.

(2)_In implementing the policy, the state shall promote and work proactively with local and tribal

governments to devise and implement transportation solutions that are consistent with local land use and

transportation plans and that support the development of an integrated state, regional, and local multimodal

transportation system that is efficient and safe, accommodates future growth, and respects Montana's rural

character and the values that make Montana special.”

- END -
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