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TO: House Business and Labor Committee
RE: HB 662 — Licensing of Massage Therapists
FROM: Gary Lusin, PT, MS, ATC, CSCS
Representing the Montana Chapter of the American Physical Therapy
Association

We urge your support for the licensure of massage therapists in Montana. The effort to
license massage therapists in Montana has been an ongoing process for many years and
and our chapter have been involved in each effort.

This effort has been done in a manner intended to protect the public, which is the purpose
of licensure. The language you see before you, including the amendments, represent the
work and effort to create a scope of practice that truly matches the current education and
training of massage therapists.

The large number of massage therapists that support this are sincerely interested in seeing
that the work they do is provide by individuals with the highest level of education and
training available, which can assure the public that when they seek a massage they will
receive it from someone who has met criteria establishing their minimal education and
training and not someone who just decides to be a massage therapist or someone who has
taken a weekend course.

Massage and soft tissue work is an integral part of the education, training, and license of
physical therapists so we have particular interest in this bill. The language in the bill, in
our opinion, clearly establishes a scope of practice commensurate with the education and
training massage therapists receive in the educationally accredited programs. We are
confident that passage of this bill will protect the public from marginal and minimally
trained people who provide massage while at the same time providing massage therapists
with a defined structure to practice in.

We urge your support of this bill to license massage therapists.

Sincerely,

Gary Lusin, PT, MS, ATC, CSCS
Montana Physical Therapy Chapter Representative.




