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Good afternoon. My name is Mike Molitor. | am the chairman of the Board of
Trustees for Boulder Elementary School. Our board started the process to
change this law. | would like to give you a little of the background of why we
decided this was needed.

Enroliment in our school has been going down like it has in most schools in our
state. In almost all of the last several years, we have not replaced retiring
teachers in order to cut our teaching staff and we have cut many other areas of

our budget.

One of the ways to reduce costs is to go to a combined superintendent/principal
position like other schools in the state can do. If our elementary and high school
do this, we could reduce from having three administrators to having just two and
that could save quite a bit of money every year.

But when we looked at the law, it was not clear if we could do this or if we were
required to share a superintendent with Jefferson High School as we have done
in the past. One paragraph seemed to say we must share but another seemed
to say we might not have to. Before making any decisions, the first step seemed
to be clearing up this law and that is how we got started on preparing the bill you
are looking at today.

We met with our Senator Murphy and Representative Scott Mendenhall. A
representative from the Office of Public Instruction also attended and actually
wound up writing the language for the bill. Both of our local school boards
support the bill, the local teachers union supported it in a poll they did of their
members, and the Montana School Boards Association has also given their

support.

This change will also pave the way for our elementary school to develop more
partnerships with the other elementary schools in our county. And the more we
can cooperate, the more efficiently we can run our schools. [ {

Thank you for your consideration.
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