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To, Mr. Chairmun and tl-e members of the committee

i
|

Hello, my name is Kira ﬂ-:ofe, I am from Wolf Point. MT. Pm writing to ask for your support to continue funding
these programs. MYLF (l:-‘kmuma Youth Leadership Forum}, 1L (Independent Livin ). Montana Transitions. We
need to keep them 3omgr because 1 have learned a lot from these programs. Flere is a summary of what I did in

these programs. !

In 2004, Matha Casstei sen, introduced me to a program called Equity Outresch. W 100k & trip fo MSU
Billings. I really had (uz% and learned new things about my disabilitics. § was feeling down and felt like 1 was
failing school and wanté 4 to give up and then my father pussed away in April. Martha sel me up with an
Independent Living mcrqz ot named, Faye Blount, who helped me with my school work and helped me graduate
from Wolf Peint High St;l 1001,

|

In 2006, 1 became  deld zate for the Montuna Youth Leadership Forum which 1 spent & week in Helena learning
what I can do to help mf- disabilities. We then went to the Capital and later fo the Chamber to help pass a bill
for disabilities. ‘

In 2008, I volunteered té be & Staff member for Montana Youih Leadership Forum. We helped students with
disabilities not to be afr d to try things, taught thera how to pecome independent and learn new leadership
skills. 1was nominated i: be Emerging Leader in the Hall of Fame for Leaders with Disabilitics. On Seplember
2008, [ went to Great Fa'ls and learned from the threc day workshops about Montena Transitions. Montana
Transitions is in the prodzss of beghming, I have not worked with this program, yet. On September 30, 2008, 1

went to MSU Billings to j:ccept the award for Emerging Leader in the Hall of Fame with Disabilitics.
i ¥

Thank you for your tmu:l and please help to fund Lhese programs for future students with Disabilities.
i .

Sincerely. ‘
i

|
Kira Foole |
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. , Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Tomina Kinzie and Dakota is my second of 6 children. From his first years
in school my husband, Scott, and I have wondered what is going to happen to him as he gets
older. Will he ever be able to live on his own, hold a job, drive a car or have 2 family of his

- own? He has overcome unbelievable obstacles through his life. He is now a High School
Junior, attending regular classes with only minimal resource room hours. :

My husband and I are both Registered Nurses and have educated ourselves very well with
regards to Autism. We have both researched resources for Dakota and found thére is little
available in our area. He is not profoundly affected by Autism, therefore, he does not qualify for
many programs. In looking for a job coach for him, I found Montana Youth Transitions and
Debbie. That has been a lifesaver. 1 can not tell you how valuable the conference in Great Falls

‘was for our family. It gave me hope, understanding, contacts for Dakota, information, resources,
available programs and helped me to understand the importance of fostering Dakota’s
independence. P

I am requesting funds to restore the Transition Coordinator. With funding dlready so
limited and resources lacking it would be a travesty to cut funds further. As parents, we want the
best for our children. We desperately need your help continuing the current programs. There is
so little available already, what will happen if we lose more?

Respectfully,

A .

® 0 imi

Tomina Kinzie
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committec:

| Greetings, my name is Dakota Kinzie and I am 17 years old. Ireside at Wolf Point with
my family of three sisters, one brother (the other, who is the oldcst; ‘has moved oéut), and my
Mom and Dad. I attend Wolf Point High School as a Junior. I was introduced mto ‘the program
last year, in 2008. The first Transition meeting [ went to was very educational, ti‘or me and my
Mom who went with me. The youth leaders and whoever else went to Great Fa]ls 'MT to atteﬁd |
that meeting, were more aware of those who have difficulty in America’s societ&i' and are more
- informed on how to support those most unfortunate through the My Life Progra:fn. It gives relief
where they may lead a life where they may live independently and in comfort wnth ajob suitcd
for them so they live well have the possibility to be married and a good retjremeznt plan.

However, these individual may not live up to their Amencan dreams ducé to budget cuts

to their program. [ urgently request that the budget cuts be halted for the time bé:ing, until the
program can ensure that their individuals can Be énsurcd the future they want. V\ife can not
borrow from Montana’s future and risk the poverty, homelessness and joblessnezss to accumulate.
The only way to combat these vices of America is to prepare the youngl so they ;ion’t happen in

the first place.

Respectfully,

pudede NoZHid—

Dakota Kinzie




Shane C. was born on 09/13/2006 after only 23 weeks, 3 days in the womb. At this stage, little
Shane was not supposed to survive, as he was born “too soon”. At his birth, his skin was not
completely formed and was still transparent. His whole body was bright red. He only weighed 1
1b 4 ounces. He had heart problems which required immediate surgery to repair. He also had
vision problems which needed surgery to correct.

Due to his premature birth, Shane has chronic lung problems, is very susceptible to lung
infections, and has asthma problems which require periodic Nebulizer treatments. He also has
digestive issues that will need lifelong treatment. He is delayed in all areas of his development,
and is currently receiving Speech Therapy and Occupational Therapy, as well as Family
education and Support from Family Outreach Inc. He is making progress thanks to everyone’s
hard work, but still has quite a long way to gd to be at the developmental stage he should be.

The family is very, very grateful for all the assistance that Part-C has given them, and “don’t

know where we would be without Part-C help”.
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Dear Mr. Chairman and members of the committee,

My name is JoAnn Amundson and I have been a foster parent in Butte, MT for 16 years.
I am imploring you not to cut or decrease funding for programs for children with
disabilities.

Over the years, foster children in my care have received speech, occupational and
physical therapy; tutoring and therapeutic counseling; and other special services to meet
their needs. Without these services these children would not have learned to cope beyond
the circumstances leading to their removal from their original environments.

Decreasing or removing funding from these programs will be disastrous. Children are
our most valuable resource. The children who receive these services can be saved with
proper early intervention. If we remove or reduce these programs now, we will only end
up paying more in the future when these children are adults in prison or institutions.

Good early intervention programs such as Family Outreach can help break the cycle.

We have adopted three children and have guardianship of another child; all with fetal
alcohol or drug related disabilities. One of these children is also autistic. The services
these children receive have helped them to attend public schools and participate in ways
previously considered not possible if not for the early intervention care they received.

We currently have another child in foster care. He can also be turned around with the
right interventions. Please do not decrease or remove program funding. Save our future
and the lives of many, many deserving children.

Sincerely,

r/fz&/wa é. /{/ﬂa& e e

JoAnn Amundson
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Billie Miller HB___ &+

Subject: FW: Testimony (From Salveson's)

From: Tiffany Salveson [mailto:t_salveson@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2009 2:48 PM

To: Billie Miller

Subject: Testimony (From Salveson's)

We are patents of two children with autism. Morgan is 6 and Nicholas is 7 1/2.

Fveryday their 1s progress with both our children. At the same time their ate everyday
struggles that us as parents face as well as our children face.

Simple things that some take for granted we get overjoyed about such as our children being
able to communicate with us about their day or saying hello or goodblye to somone. Or ‘
being able to interact with other children and adults.

Our children both have speech and occupational therapy to also help with their disability
which has also helped tremendously but, can also get overwhelming,

We try to do our best for our children and to make them happy and to also help them adapt
to the community and everyday life. Gary & Tiffany Salveson
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About My Child:

My son Jaxon, who is a twin,

was born 9
weeks premature. He spent the first 7
weeks of hisg life in Great Falls, MY at
the Benefis Hospital NICU unit. Jaxon
was finally able ﬁo come home,Abut he
required certain services due to his
prematurity and birth abnormalities.
He was bhorn with & club foot, which he
had to have for 5

a cast on his foot

months. He had hernia surgery when he
was eonly 3 months, and he is currently
scheduled to have his soft cleft palate
repaired wmiddle of Jamuary 2009. Jaxon
has required occupaticnal therapy to help
with walking and with certain movements.
Aftef hig cleft surgery he may be reguired
to have speech therapy to help him slong

with his speech.
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for My Child:

As any parent, I want the best for wy

oo

children. I want Jaxon to be an crdinary

kid with crdinary problems. I do not want

*,
-

him to struggle. With the help of Family

*

Outreach, we have been ablé to monitor

Jaxon and make sure that he is progressingtk
at his adjusted age. If he is neot
progressing, then I want to be able to

¥

have resources sc we can help him along
now instead of later when it will be

harder and require more work for him.

b

¥ % %k ok % % % %
Services We Are
Recelving:

We are currently receiving Occupational
Therapy. Jaxon had a hard time with
his movement, so a therapist was brought

in to work with him. From day one, we

b D R T T S 2

have seen nothing but improvement with

Jaxon.

X Ok k% % ok % % %

Services We May
Need Someday:

*0 N X

Due to Jaxon having a soft cleft palate,
he has not been able to learn a lot of
words. Once his palate is repaired,
their is a possibility that he will

require gpeech therapy.
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Ls any parent, I want the best for my

*

children. I want Gracie to be an ordinary «

b R SR SR S

kid with ordinary problems. I do not want

'3{_

her to struggle. With the help of Family

A,
-«

Outreach, we have been abl€ to monitor

Gracie and make sure that she is

SO

progressing at her adjusted age. If she
is not progressing, then I want to be

able to have resources available

Ra i S

sc we can help her along now instead of
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later when it will be harder and require

more work for her.

About My Child:

My daughter Gracie, who is & twin, was born

S B

S weeks premature. She spent the first 4

F I S S S S S S

Services We Are
Recelving:

weeks of her life in Great Falls, MT at

* %

the Benefis Hospital NICU unit. Gracie

has been fortunate enocugh to develop

e

at her adjusted age.

Gracie currently is not receiving any

services at this time.
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Gracie is a little bit behind her age

b S

with talking. If we do not notice an

improvement with her by the end of

&,
Ve

January then we will be reguiring the

4
o

services of a Speech Therapist.

S T

B g S SH- SR SR S S D T ST S S S SR S S SR S S S T T
}{‘

*
%
N
*
¥
*
o
X%

L . S S S S S -

s




NEVoEn & rrOAue o
> *

¥ My Hopes/Dreams

ok for My Child:
¢

Services We Are

*YX}DC&AEP@g Lo X Receiving:
Yo, oee 2 R

* bﬁ ; ‘

*Q\km\ﬁ mbf\%r’m\ e % T
*CL%&(}DQ\RX\ .

% ¥ ok kX kK % ok % %
% * BServices We May
* * Need Someday:

. *

. o

. *

. %

) *

A

LI S A S S S I T .

¢

koK kX K X k% % %

*

b SR S A 2

>

S D6 B E SE R OE SE R OE B S % O O OE E b % b 3 X %




x My*Hopes/Dreams *
for My Child: *

e

Services We Are
Receiving:

XX X ¥ X X ¥ ¥

X ok ok % % % % %

Services We May
Need Someday




¥ ok ok Xk k% %k % %k

My Hopes/Dreams
for My Child:

n* W (U

..

[[[[[

- A S S - S

Services We Are

Rece1v1ng

\Qﬁktkil i} (Lz> Ot
 Farm J Cuém@d

)‘(_

o/

u(d (2&(2 KQJ

TTUQTLi*L?z(ELCLw Ohe.

suffers with severe
W M L, Ha, |
ffﬁﬂﬁiilw Abd@l
({%I\@LVJ3S*dLLrLf X %k %k % % % % %

Ot CLPiH~'*L@ * Services We May
used tor Viﬂf”f”u%ﬁ Need Someday:

I

H ””wb ¥és) * Further qc m C b@ ;u

) * Eamild O
Ij\ { ({ K /

el a8 <T{uﬂz fc,

*f oncl P _mutf

*,NQBTX}TD“‘

-
U—l
O
-
+
=
<
X - .
H
Q,
SO Sk SE Sk N

3 x>ex-$>e%

pu
e

e — /’\

*
x
*
*
*
Eal
*
x
*
X
*
x|
*
r
*
*
*
X
*

%ﬁ%x-x I S D TR R D SR D S ST S SRt SR SRSV SR SR SR YA

)(.



*%,**********

Hopes/Dreams *

2

*MY

1ds

1

for My Ch

*

1ld:

Ch

My

e

* Services We Ar

o

1ving

Rece

X X x

X




X ok ok ok ok k% % %k &

o

|* My Hopes/Dreams *
* for My Child:
* T ke ake o %‘"’@%KJ O lecirly *
* .) X *
\_;\»\W\uw Cﬂ“i\j @ﬁff h w%@f’;c& (RS
TG i}@s ¢ \Qf{ o vﬂ\{W\é‘d p\w\ .
* *
% e e by el ?\m%"\@\a\wé: \H/u
* C\u shpat{ons ok oe ¥ Wiif‘f\mwﬁ
R SN VLY ,,«:zu%@;xi ca ot v
*
About My Child: =
;ﬂ Mz 3 COas PErK T ekl *
ol Y (“C‘Mj LR N VTSRV TS S S S A S O R
Mﬁw,&ﬂmw She hes alueg ¥ Services We Are
\IZ;QEV\ :;}gc.%u.\;.u%cm c&:ﬁi Uy * Recel_vlng;
*

“ﬁ&@p@q& ek Olelites +oda U Heeranu
B a0 A T A A

f"iﬁ“\Sb gﬁ\m‘ ‘Q\S’é’ 1(\ &,}’\J A * Li)@“gtﬁfbb U }f
ui‘w&gz @ﬂt‘”\ 7&(@* ok Shan 0, *

) Si@f O- (MQ mﬁm‘k
N
6%6 ‘Nd horown n&é"f\ @UL Ho %
J?(O%u\f\ v-»‘ﬂ bLQL\S * %k ok ok %k % % % «

\’\1 SeATsRiaYe
N s%t

O SE F 3k Sk SR OF O Ok 3 E Sk S % Ok 3 SE %

AcC M\J\ k«
ﬂf%m\(%fumLﬁﬁfﬂwﬁ* Services We May
’O\i F B lf\;i.\’ to i . ”‘A‘**i e JF(JH& N ce d S ome d a y )
EARERY * L,}V o ;‘:‘)[ ,‘\'; ) ) E o
(udves, Loerbing olth arbaads. ™ Poss by e speech Hurgpy
| X and reading
*
* 4

%»w*xx—x—%x—x—%%xx—x—x—x—xx—

* x
****kk*kﬂr********“&




f* My Hopes/Dreams
i~ for MV Fhlld

-~

>{__

O S ¥

>

o0%.
* BRbout My Child:

* 3 %\"Q 1 SN LIAS }-NJ” vy qi‘: Lasreeh A

* 0% r‘{u\ i l,UV Vo wd \,4&‘{“‘; }\y ¥ '~«§~1‘,§; PR

S y o ,
Wt A ‘ el ) g o~
x £ E‘ﬁ@i}"“ LHX Z u:) . )}ni i”\ik«;:,
R . g o '
L pep UL, SLRETT N & SWlin G
VAR A T s’ N
J

‘‘‘‘ ter, On *“ orher hahe

;V\‘) u) :

'\_j} \E‘Q_J,, Z\‘{‘; ‘\.}‘J’\ WA \)

SR

Xk ok %k %k % % %

Services We Are
Receiving:

,
,Jkl
g
-
&

=
%

.'1 »
E}«U*’ et \T i\-f v \

J
{ 3 l Y .
b fy S { 1A Ty £
j }(J‘V\§‘) ({,}r 5T \xfp\i\)\ «K }‘_y ehY ‘k 5
{ Iy ﬂ ) |
g N

| 7 i i Eran ¥
ool emnd clpaioing s TV

' 4 i ,,)‘i . =k o
-3oh !'Cn‘“psww iy o

“F

.;_ﬁ }«‘Qw * M‘X U} P\“ 4 ﬂ;

Services We May
Need Somedavy:

2 I
{ o }“ i, N s B e ;“\ “; @ O
ty :z\ A TR f g TR A T (T R E .
: ; = g,l LA ‘

H

'»,,L,

v U
Gy \* fecod i G -

e

>(“>€">%>e>{~>e>e>~:->(_>fx_
S T R U S S S I I D S RS

A
Uf”
a
A N Y S A A A v

X N -

%
*
%
*
*
*
%
*

x4
A




%

N I . 2R S S S S S S SR S D S S S . R R S T L SR L I o

Ciea - =
Xk ok ok ok %k % k%

About My child:
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My Hopes/Dreams

for My Child:
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