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January 2% 2009

Madame Chair and Committee Members,

My name is Kristen Morgan (M O R G A N) and | am the program director for the Brain
Injury Association of Montana. As you know, brain injury is being called “the signature
wound” of the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. Many of our soldiers will have
unrecognized brain injury. Even mild and moderate brain injury can have a huge impact
on brain function and personality.

Upon returning home to Montana, many of these soldiers will be turning to local mental
health professionals for help with mood disorders and cognitive impairments.

According to the 2008 legislative mental health report, there is training available through
the military at no charge to mental health professionals; but there are no funds to help
pay the costs of travel or a per diem. The report recommends funding the training of
our mental health professionals. Please consider including funding for this specialized
training.

A copy of the legislative mental health study recommendation is attached to my
testimony.

Sincerely,

Aeodnten \\f@@m

Kristen Morgan, MSW -
Program Director
406-541-6442

* The Brain Injury Association of Montana is the only organization in the state that is dedicated solely to the purpose of assisting persons with
brain injury and their families. The Brain Injury Association of Montana is dedicated to providing education, support, advocacy, resources and
referrals for individuals with brain injuries and their families but does not provide medical diagnosis or advice.




