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Who We Are

Karen Kaufmann, Associate Professor of Dance at The University of Montana, founded
The CoMotion Dance Project in 2006. The new company continues the educational
work of The Mo-Trans Dance Company.

The CoMotion Dance Project has two primary aims: to tour high quality, educational
dance performances to Northwest schools and communities; and to provide
professional development workshops for educators on incorporating dance in the
classroom. We seek to bring the art form of modem dance alive to all audiences and
help young people more deeply appreciate what they’re watching.

We tour to audiences in Montana and throughout the Northwest. A CoMotion in Motion
is offered to K-6 schools. Additional workshops are available including:

- School Workshops for grades K-6

- Classes for People with Disabilities, Senior Citizens, Youth at Risk

- Parent/Child Classes

For bookings:
ask about our promotional dvd!
Alayne Dolson, Executive Director
Young Audiences of Montana
(406) 549-2984 alaynusa @ montana.com

For info about The CoMotion Performance

Karen Kaufmann, Artistic Director
The CoMotion Dance Project
(406) 243-2870  karen.kaufmann@umontana.edu
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This exhibit is a booklet and it
cannot be scanned therefore
only the cover and table of
content has heen secanned to aid
you in your research.

The original exhibit is on file at
the Montana Historieal Society
and may be viewed there.

Montana Historical Society
Arxrchives, 225 N. Roberts, Helena,
MT 5S9620-1201
Phone (4A406) 444A4-A4A"77<k.

Scanning by: Susie Hamilton
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Teacher
Comments
about Past
Programs

MATH MOVES

"My students loved it! It was the
best program of its kind!”

“The way the darcers integrated
math with movement was
remarkable! | got so many great
ideas from watching them!”

MOVING WORDS

"The dancers really knew how
to keep even our most active
students engaged, and their
classroom management skills
were excellent. The schools
need much more of this kind
of learning”

DANCING WATERS

"Keep these kinds of assemblies
coming! This is what education
needs more of!”

“The catchy music, dance, yellow
rain coats and rubber boots were
a real treat for our small schoolt

i

The kids ‘oved every minute!
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A CoMotion in Motion is performed
by a new company, The CoMotion Dance
Project, based at the Department of
Drama/Dance at The University

of Montana.

Supported in part by The University of
Montana Small Grant Program

For more information:

Karen Kaufmann, Artistic Director
The CoMotion Dance Project
The University of Montana
Missoula, MT 59812-8136

(406) 243-2870
karenkaufmann@umontana ecu

(406) 549-2984
alaynusa@montana.com

i The University of

; ,’ﬁ Montana
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THE CoMOTION DANCE PROJECT,
based at the Department of Drama/Dance
at The University of Montana, presents:

ApMotion
otion

Now Booking

Performances
in Elementary
Schools!

Imagine seeing
Newton’s Laws
of Motion come
to life in an
active dance
performancel!

That's what
A CoMotion
in Motion
is all about!




What School
Children Gain
from CoMotion

B Experiences in multiple
intelligences: The performance
ceftly combines the bodily-
kinesthetic, musical, visual, spatial,
ard logica-mathematical
intefigences in a program that

is a delight to the senses.

B Curriculum integration
of physics through contemporary
dance, music, and creative
dramatics,

B Imaginative and creative
ways of learning abstract
science concepts within the
elementary curriculum: gravity,
friction, mass, weight, force, and
inertia—and their applications
to everyday life.

B Appreciation for the
discipline of contemporary
dance, choreography, and live
performance and the related arts
of costume design, set design, and
music composition,
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M Opportunities to learn in
an energized, creative environment.

B Opportunities for creative
and critical thinking through an
interdisciplinary performance.

Especially for
Teachers

B New ideas for educators
on using the arts in the daily
classroom. The CoMotion Resource
Guide for Teachers offers specific
ideas to be implemented before
and after the performance, includ-
ing discussion questions about how
to watch dance, audience etiquette,
a glossary of dance and physics
terminology, and a behind-the-
scenes ook at how A CoMotion
in Motion was created. The
follow-up ideas consist of class-
roor-tested activities to extend
student learning in creative
movement and physics,

movtue WoRrps
1d never Considereq
teaching aboyt adverbs
anq verbs through dancel
This program, along with I
the teacher guide,

. gave
Me new ideas!”

Previous
Programs

A CoMotion in Motion follows in the
footsteps of three prior dance pieces
performed by The Mo-Trans Dance
Company, integrating dance with
curricular areas:

DANCING WATERS (1995) integrated
dance with earth science and the water
¢ycle. This production later toured to

the Dance and the Child International
Conference (daCi) in Finlarnd in 1997,

MOVING WORDS (1998) iinked
dance with parts of speech and sentence
construction. In addition to touring the
Northwest, it was performed by the
Cross Currents Dance Troupe in Maryland
schools.

MATH MOVES (2002) used dance

and mathematical concepts to teach K-6
students about lines, shapes, and numbers.
It was performed in Alaska and throughout
the Northwest, and is currently performed
by the Atrek Dance Collective in St. Louis
schools and the Cross Currents Dance
Troupe in Maryland schoois.

About the Choreographer
Award-winning choreographer Karen
Kaufmann is nationally known for her
choreography linking:dance to the
academic curriculum. Ms. Kaufmann heads
the dance program at The University of
Montana and her choreographic work has
been performed in schools throughout
the Northwest. She received an Individual
Fellowship Award from the Montana Arts
Council (2001) and the University of
Montana Service Award (2005) for her
service and outreach in dance education.

A CoMotion in Motion is performed
by a.new company, The CoMotion Dance
Project, based at the Department of
Drama/Dance at The University of
Montana. p
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About the
Performance

Performance Space: A gymnasium or
a multi-purpose room, preferably with a
clean, smooth wood floor: is ideal. A stage
will aiso work. The dancers use a large,
open area approximately 30'x 30" or larger.
The company can work in smaller spaces

if necessary.

OQur Company: A CoMgtion in Motion
is presented by five dancers and a narrator

Set-Up/Breakdown Time: One hour
in the space is required for load-in, set-up,
and warm-up. The company can break
down and load out in about 20 minutes.

Electrical Supply: The CcMotion
dancers travel with their own sound
systemn, speakers, and microphone. Ail
we need is an electrical outlet.

Length of Performance: 50 minutes
ldeal Audience Size: 40-150 students

Audience Seating: Students may be
seated on the floor or in bleachers.

Audience Participation: Small groups
of students are invited onstage twice
during the performance. In addition, the
entire audience is involved several other
times from their seats.

Advance Preparation: Choreographer
Karen Kaufmann has written The CoMotion
Resource Guide for Teachers to help teach-
ers prepare the students for the perfor
mance and to follow up afterwards. The
Resource Glide is free to schools that book
the program.

Bookings: A CoMotion in Motion is
affordable for rural and urban schools. Ask
about our touring dates and a special offer
if you book before November 15,

To Book a
Performance or
Learn More

For bookings:

Alayne Doison, Executive Director
Young Audiences of Montana
(406) 549-2984
alaynusa@montana.com

For more information:

Karen Kaufmann, Artistic Director
The CoMotion Dance Project
(406) 243-2870

karen kaufmann@umontana.edu

e

Costume design:
DENISE MASSMAN

3% The University of
ﬁv Montana

Department of Drama/Dance, School of Fine Arts, The University of Montana

The CoMotion Dance Project




] CoMotion Dance Pro;ect } School Resadencaes | MoDE | Making Connections Festival

The CoMotion Dance PrOJect

| . R IETE: ) SN a—
Welcome to the new website for ) ]

CoMotion Dance Project,
Montana’s main sponsor of
dance in education,

Click on the links below to learn about our programs,

MoDE

Montana 5 Mcde ance Education Pr }ect

Hmng hl?hh quakhed dance tea€hmg artists in -
Western Montana schools in Iang-term ressdencxes

SCHOOL RESIDENCIES

Heek-lang schoc‘ remdencxes fan-S B
students and workshops for teachers on
using movement to teach the curticulum




