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Hello my name is Carolyn Madplume, and I thank ym?ﬁapg-;ﬁﬁgﬁe—ﬁ—.' i SBT3

the time to speak today. I am here as a mother of a murder victim.
My daughter, Catherine and her friend Gerald Sirucek were
murdered in 2005.

Four bullets pierced her body and her friend was shot and his
throat was cut.

[ 'am here today to tell you to repeal the death penalty and put the
state’s energy and resources into helping victims. [ am so tired of

the criminal justice system only concentrating on what to do with
the criminal and forgetting about the victims. The death penalty is
just the most extreme example of that.

Millions of dollars of resources go to putting only a few people to
death. Let me tell you about the victims that aren’t getting those
resources and whose needs are not being met.

When my daughter was murdered, I could not get any information
about what was going on. Other people heard on the news that a
terrible crime had taken place and members of my community
thought my daughter may have been a victim.

I'had called our tribal police to find out what was going on. |
traveled to the county sheriffs office to look for information. It took
a day and a half and pressure from a local probation officer for me
to confirm that it was my daughter who was murdered.

I was so scared and confused when the court proceedings started
for the killers of my beautiful girl. I didn’t understand the process
or what was going on. Her death was part of an execution-style
double homicide, and the death penalty was mentioned, but no one
ever talked to me about it. [ went to the hearings and proceedings,
but I didn’t know what was going on, and [ had no one to ask.

Once, I traveled to a hearing and it had been cancelied. No one
bothered to call and tell me, and no one was there when I got there
to let me know what was going on.




A victims advocate came to talk to me a couple of times but she
dealt with domestic violence and didn’t know anything about my
daughter’s case or a murder trial.

There was no homicide victims advocate to help me through this

terrible time. There was no one asking me if | had any questions or
help me talk to the prosecutors. There was no one whose job it was

2ii% RGN L 2 VI aLa YD 12%S

to get me the crucial facts I wanted to know about my own
daughter’s murder.

Gerald’s mother knew even less than me. She would call me to get
information about what was happening with the case and what
things meant, but I had no idea.

[ heard from the funeral director that there had been a rape test

performed on my daughter, but no one told me about it until I
asked.

[ know the prosecutor had to deal with the case, and trials are
stressful. But [ wish there had been someone there whose job it
was to see what [ needed and give me support through the horrible
time. I didn’t even know about the plea deals until they had
already been offered and accepted.

[ beg you—stop turning these Killers into celebrities by making
them the center of death penalty cases for decades. Stop talking
about when and if an execution should occur. Lets just lock them up
and throw away the key and forget about them.

Lets spend energy and resources helping the victims instead. Let’s
teach our communities that it’s the victims we want to talk about
not the killers.

I wore this t-shirt during my daughter’s murderers’ trials to remind
everyone to never forget my daughter and to show my faith in the
criminal justice system. Today I wear this shirt to remind everyone
again to never forget my daughter’s life and the lesson that
surviving family members need support, not the empty promise of
the death penalty. Thank you.




