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Memorandum
DATE: March 9, 2009
TO: The Honorable Keith Bales, Chair
Senate Finance and Claims Committee
FROM: Ron de Yong, Director
RE: Growth Through Agriculture Program

The Senate Agriculture, Livestock & Irrigation Committee recently asked for information
on loans and grants awarded recently by the Growth Through Agriculture program.
With the attachments, | am providing the information to your committee, as well.

The most recent meeting of the Agriculture Development Council to consider proposals
was held Tuesday and Wednesday of last week. Of the 26 applications considered: 14
received no funding; six received partial funding and six received the amounts
requested. Nine grant recipients received a total of $108,238 and three loan recipients
received a total of $104,000. This leaves approximately one-tenth of the annual
amount, to be awarded for projects at the remaining quarterly meeting in June.

Loan principal repayments go to the original account (i.e. the general fund). GTA loan |
repayments totaled $222,888 in FY2008 and $119,414 thus far in FY2009. |
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2009

i

For the purchase of the packaging materials necessary for the Recipient's
new product varieties.

Trevino's Tortillas, LLC Billings $15,000 Loan
Professional services for the development of an interconnection agreement
Kenfield Wind Park |, LLC Chester $6,000 Grant|between the recipient and Northwest Energy.
To assist with a membership drive, the development of an updated
North-West Pork Cooperative Sun River $25.000 Grant|Marketing plan, and the procurement of management funding.
$5,000 Grant |To help the recipient attend the Winter Fancy food Show, Natural Products
West Fork Creations, Inc. dba The King's Cupboard Red Lodge (not yet paid) |Expo West, and Summer Fancy Food Show.
$5,000 Loan |To help the recipient attend the Winter Fancy food Show, Natural Products
West Fork Creations, Inc. dba The King's Cupboard Red Lodge (declined) |Expo West, and Summer Fancy Food Show.
For the development of cold weather algae production system and algal
CTW Energy, Inc. Bozeman $49,830 Grant biodiesel production facility.
$25.000 Grant For research and development of a feasibility study for a multi-species
Montana Hog Marketing Association Malta (not yet paid) packing plant in the Great Falls area.
, $45,000 Grant|to assist in the development of a pilot scale fructanosic ethanol plant which
Western Feedstock Technologies, Inc. Bozeman (not yet paid) |will utilize barley straw
Woolly Bugger Studios, Inc. doa Laurin School House $25,000 Loan For the .oozm:c.o:o: of a mobile milking parlor and a sheep milk cheese
Creamery Sheridan (not yet paid) |Production facility.
Woolly Bugger Studios, Inc. dba Laurin School House $25.000 Grant The oo:.w:co:.o.: of a mobile milking parlor and a sheep milk cheese
Creamery Sheridan (not yet paid) production facility.
Kathy Christensen Eliiston $13.691 Grant To assist with the expansion of the recipient's natural egg production.
To develop marketing materials, establish a marketing campaign and
engineer and install a new heating and ventilation system for the recipient's
Avery Peters Ronan $32,500 Grantigreenhouse.
For market development related travel, design and printing of marketing
$14,500 Grant|materials, and the purchase and installation of a scale for a natural lamb
Rick Gibby Big Timber (not yet paid) |program.
To assist with the design, print, and distribution of an educational flyer
Midiand Bull Test, Inc. and McDonneli Angus Columbus $10,000 Grant describing the business's feed efficiency testing capability.
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2009

Allied Bio Energies, LLC Havre $50,000

Purchase of a mobile kitchen facility, label equipment, and research
Montana Food Products Association Lolo $50,000 [services.
Montana Food Products, LLC Lolo $50,000 |Development of a food processing plant.
Park County Biofuels Cooperative Livingston $17,000 Construction of a mobile biofueler.
Treasure State Beef, LLC Havre $50,000 |Purchase of Montana cattle for processing and distribution.

Assistance with market and product creation; advertising and promotion of
Montana Monster Munchies, LLC Bozeman $50,000 [the business' gluten-free product.
Green Oil Company New York, NY $50,000 |Renewable energy development.
CTW Energy, Inc. Bozeman $49 830 |Phase | process of the production of biodieselfrom algae.

Purchase of equipment and supplies to grow livestock feed through the use
Sun Roads Farmory, LLC Cut Bank $49,800 |of hydroponics.
Wooly Critters Ranch Alberton $675 |Purchase of wool processing mill.

Development of a marketing plan to showcase Camelina's anti-cancer
Max Energy Missoula $50,000 |Penefits.
Ranchland Packing Butte $50.000 Technical assistance for feasibility and environmental studies.
Bear Paw Livestock Commission Company Chinook $28.228.53 Computer programming in preparation for National Animal Identification.
North-West Pork Cooperative Sun River $50.000 Marketing, membership, and funding for pork processing facility.
Total Not Funded FY 09 $1,079,284
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2008

To produce a U_cmv:% for E\m redesi

oject m _ \
gn of the Prairie Development Center,

$49,400 |develop a culinary training program, and purchase grain cleaning equipment.
Glendive Community GATE Glendive Grant

$10,000 |For advertising and promotion to help develop national markets for the
Montana Branded Beef Association Helena Declined [Recipient's products.

$50.000 For equipment and construction costs associated with the expansion of the
Stillwater Packing Company Columbus Grant |'ecipient's meat processing facility.

$20,000 |For demonstrations of the recipient’s virus identification technology and
BVS, Inc. Stevensville| Grant [|dissemination of data for Montana beekeepers.

$11,008 |For the expansion of the recipient's mushroom production facility.
Gold Country Mushroom Inc. Clancy Grant

$25,000 |For website redesign, 8-pack carriers and neon signs.
Keftlehouse Brewing Co. LLC Missoula Grant
Prairie Winds Homemade Goat Milk Soap $2,000 |For the purchase of an electric carder, commercial mixer and development of
and Ewenigue Wool and Fiber Products Valier Grant  |a website.

$11,600 |For the purchase of a laboratory scale tablet press for the company’s
Crossbow Corporation, Inc. Bigfork Loan camelina meal supplement venture.

$6.550 For the purchase of equipment, supplies and materials for the expansion of
Yourganic Farm Hamilton Grant |the recipient’s pastured hog operation.

$12.000 For the production of a documentary and the installation of a new well, drip
MSU Towne's Harvest Garden Bozeman Grant |lines and filtration system.

$8.500 For consulting services associated with business, strategic and advertising
Ranchland Packing, Inc. Butte Grant |Planning.

$13.000 To purchase a forklift, a 2,000 bushel hopper bottom storage bin and an
Great Northern Growers Cooperative Chester Grant |2uger.

$50,000 To fund research necessary to acquire an AAFCO definition and approval for
North American Camelina Trade Association |Scottsdale Grant |ca@melina meal in animal feeds

$20,000 |To perform a comprehensive market analysis to determine the feasibility of
Native American Beef Project Valier Grant |marketing natural beef produced by Native American ranchers

For consultant services to include the development of marketing materials,

$19,000 |website maintenance, and updates; and cheese making and facilities design

Vintage Cheese of Montana, LLC Bozeman Grant  |consultation.
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2008

To purchase equipment whi

rojec . .
ch will increase the production capacity.

Trevino's Tortillas, LLC Billings

$40,000 [To purchase equipment which will increase the production capacity.
Trevino's Tottillas, LLC Billings Grant

$50.000 For development of a tactical plan, membership plan, and financial package
North-West Pork Cooperative Sun River Grant |Needed to advance project.

$29 800 To establish, research and develop alternative forms of vegetable production
Dawson County Extension Glendive Grant |In Eastern Montana.

$2,290 |70 promote the Bigfork farmers' market.
Bigfork Farmers' Market Cooperative Kalispell Grant

$21,572 |For advertising and promotion, and the purchase of equipment, supplies and
Trapper Creek Winery Hamilton Grant |materials for the recipient’s national sales expansion.

$50,000 [To establish a bakery that will service the recipient's franchise operation.
Grains of Montana Bakery Operations, Inc.  [Billings Grant
Total Funded FY 08 $1,124,626
FY 2008 Projects Not Funded
Montana Cattlemen's Association Billings $30.000 Developing virtual link between Montana cattle producers and consumers.
Blacktail Mountain Ranch Co., LLC Billings $49,550 |Expansion of BMR's brandname HighMont Beef.
BXL Inc Savage $50 000 |Rebuilding of Bostana Dairy.
MSU Extension Service of Missoula County |Missoula $50,000 Marketing assistance to western Montana sheep growers.
Montana Natural Farms Stevensville| $49 800 Marketing Montana grains to local and National markets.
Amailtheia Sustainable Concepts, LLC Belgrade $39,900 |Goat manure compost expansion.
Great Bear Innovation Park Great Falls | $20,400 |Design of an industrial park outside of Great Falls.
JHS. Inc. Helena $9.879 Alternative sources for remote sensing and precision agriculture.
Big Porcupine Ranch, LLC Poplar $50,000 |Development of an at risk youth ranch.
Hunt's Produce. Inc. dba Farmer's Produce |Corvalis $50,000 |Expansion of the company's business into full service grocery store.
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2007

$15,500  |For travel, equipment, supplies & materials, & training fees assoc. with
MT Woolgrowers, inc. Helena Grant instructor training & certification of MT Wool Harvesting School.
$10,000 |For advertising & promotion expenses of UnderGrade.com, specifically trade
UnderGrade.com Missoula Declined |periodicals 100% directed towards Montana agriculture producers.
For supplies & materials expenses associated with the EPAC ethanol and
Ethanol Producers And Consumers Nashua $9,000 Grant|biodiesel conference in June 2007 at Big Sky Resort.
$10,000 |To assist with the purchase of grapevines related to new vineyard
Glacier Valley Vineyard Kalispell Grant installation.
$25,000 Loan|To assist with design & printing costs, marketing & promotion expenses,
$25,000 |promotion & update of website, purchase of a walk in freezer, trailer
Elliotts Fort Benton Grant advertising, & upgrades to the facility.
For advertising & promotion expenses related to the Made in Montana
City of Great Falls Great Falls $9,850 Grant|Marketplace.
To assist with the purchase & installation of a compressor & evaporators for
$50,000 |cold room refrigeration, one sorting table & the partial purchase of a forkiift
Glacier Fresh Cherries Big Fork Loan related to the expansion of Glacier Fresh Cherries packinghouse.
$16,812 |To assist with the purchase of equipment related to the expansion of
Bighorn Botanicals, Inc. Noxon Loan manufacturing capabilities for the processing of natural dietary supplements.
To assist with costs associated in advertising the Montana Flathead Cherry
Poison Business Community Polson $1,000 Grant|at the Polson Cherry Festival.
To assist with facility renovation; ROI to assist with the purchase of a
refrigerated carcass trailer, Leer slide-in low temp. freezer transpont, glass
$25,000 Loan|front freezer case, Hollymatic Hamburger Patty machine, and technology
Montana Premium Beef, LLC Dutton $9,000 Grant{equipment.
$46,500 |For the purchase of market research, feasibility study, & engineering study
Montana Specialty Mills Great Falls Grant for the rebuilding and relocating of the existing oilseed processing plant.
$50,000 |For the services assoc. with maximizing Montana National Agricultural
AquilaVision, Inc. Missoula Grant Imaging Program imagery with sampled thermal & hyperspectral data.
$39,250 |For marketing and promotion assistance associated with building Grains of
Grains of Montana Billings Grant Montana brand and product awareness.
$16,000 |For advertising assistance for the expansion of TWEnterprises, Inc.'s
TWEnterprises, Inc. Billings Grant production and sales.
For assistance with the determination of the economic and feeding value of
$23,840 |NutraSaff wholeseed in a dairy ration to lactating dairy cows compared to a
Safflower Technologies International, LLC Sidney Grant control dairy ration.
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Montana Department of Agriculture
GTA Program
Funded/Not Funded Fiscal Year 2007

AgriMin Technologies, Inc. Butte 48,000 Marketing and export of sulphur-based fertilizers to China,
Permit, design, and engineering for a biodesiel facility processing plant at
Sustainable Systems, LLC Culbertson 50,000 Montola.
Randall Dupuis Polson 50,000 Expansion of Dupuis Apiaries.
Agri-Green Biodiesel, LLC Fernie, BC, CA 49 500 Bio-refinery feasibility study.
Max Energy Missoula 49,320 Development of Max Omega-3 Organic Camelina.
Hamilton Manufacturing, Inc. Twin Falls, 1D 50,000 Blended flax/straw mulch product development.
Camptana Inc. dba Montana Products Polson 50,000 Montana ethanol enhancement project.
Blackfeet Tribal Business Council Browning 50,000 Blackfeet renewable energy development.
Montana Preservation Alliance Helena 15,500 Publication of "Montana's Last Best Barns".
NCAT Butte 40,400 Building a Montana organic livestock industry.
Get 'Er Done Wiest Brady 50,000 Replacement and upgrade of equipment.
Jan B. Newman Clinton 12,930 Establishment of High Mountain Horse Care Cooperative.
Expansion of the business' production for increased retail and wholesale
Sinsacious Saltz Great Falls 48,300 sales.
Big Sky Quality Wool, LLC Broadus 50,000 Enhance services at Big Sky Quality Wool, LL.C.
Brandborg and Associates dba The Bitterroot Fish Hatchery  [Hamilton 37,267 Expansion of the business' production and delivery.
Total Not Funded FY 07 987,345
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