


For more than one hundred years,
private individuals in the U.S. have been
raising gamebirds for release into the
wilds. Gamebird producers and hunting
preserves are licensed and regulated in
all 50 states by each state’s conserva-
tion department. Gamebird producers
provide a wide range of birds for hunt-
ing preserves (see Figure 1), and for
human consumption as well.

Hunting preserves serve the public in
many ways besides providing traditional
hunting opportunities. According to
Jim Trinklein of the Michigan
Association of Gamebird Breeders

and Hunting Preserves, “In general,
hunting preserves offer a wide variety
of opportunities: hiking trails, bird
watching, sporting clays, 3-D Archery,
fishing, safe settings for youth hunter
safety classes, family events, dog train-
ing, handicap hunting opportunities,
business meeting areas, dining and
camping—ijust to name a few.

“Hunting preserves run the gamut from
the smallest do-it-yourself operations
to the grandest of hunting/outdoor
recreation facilities. There is a preserve
to fit every taste and budget.”

Figaes 1

G;me ird Producers — Top Five
Birds Produced
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Even for people who do not visit
hunting preserves, such places offer
numerous benefits. One primary benefit
is that hunting preserves are an oasis
for nature and wildlife in otherwise
shrinking natural landscapes.

In the mid-1990’s, the American
Farmland Trust reported approximately
1 million acres of agricultural lands
were lost to development each year—
lands that can never be restored to
their natural state,

However, with demand for quality
hunting lands increasing, many
landowners are turning to wildlife to
realize new sources of income. Many
of the acres that were once intensively
farmed are being restored and
replanted for wildlife.

Hunting preserves are restoring
natural habitat to millions of acres of
land. This year alone, hunting preserves
maintained over 16 million acres,
protecting them from development
protecting wildlife habitat, and
keeping the land in the hands of
families who have worked it for
generations.
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Hunting preserves can be considered
conservation showcases. Preserves pro-
vide a beautiful sight to behold, with
acres of flowing native prairie grasses,
and mixtures of grain and sorghum for
wildlife. Ecologically sound, they
improve the delicate balance for
wildlife by providing much-needed
habitat and feeding grounds.

The average preserve maintains at
least half their property in natural or
native habitat. They practice wise-use
with low-till or no-till farming methods
and offer natural water filtration.
Preserves plant thousands of trees and
maintain ponds that benefit all types of
wildlife, game and non-game alike.

John Mullin, Editor of Wildlife Harvest
magazine and a recognized expert on
hunting preserves and their role in
conservation said, “People often
comment that visiting a preserve is
like turning back the hands of time.
They can enjoy hunting as it was in
their Grandfather’s day.

“It’s a fact that there is now more
wildlife habitat and ‘escape cover’ on a
well-managed hunting resort than
there is on a hundred average
farms-—after the crops are harvested.”
It’s no wonder the preserve concept is
growing!




Consume
Benefits
Picture this: it’s a beautiful fall day.
The air is fresh and crisp, you're walk-
ing in a field of bluestem and switch-
grass, sunlight sparkling on the seed-
heavy tips of the grass. The fields that
surround you, ablaze with color, are
rich with possibilities. As far as the eye
can see, nature abounds. The field is
bordered by a fencerow and thickets.
Somewhere up ahead a cock pheasant
cackles. Where can one experience this
ideal setting? This scene can be found
at many of the fine hunting preserves
throughout the U.S.

Images like this beckon outdoor enthu-
siasts to take to the fields. It is part of
the reason the hunting sports attract
19 million participants each year from
all walks of life. However, hunting has
changed considerably over the past

30 years. Most hunters hail from urban
locations, and do not have readily-
available access to favorable hunting
lands. Additionally, populations of wild
upland gamebirds and waterfow! have
been dramatically impacted in many
areas by shrinking habitat and popula-
tion pressures. As a result, hunting pre-
serves have increased tremendously
both in numbers and in popularity.

Gamebis

As the popularity of the gamebird pro-
duction and hunting preserve indus-
tries increase, so have their economic
impacts. In 2003, the gamebird farm
and hunting preserve industries -

“injected over $1.6 billion dollars into

the Nation’s economy, which stimu-
lated nearly $5.0 billion in economic
activity (Figure 2). Even government
reaps rewards, with $243 million in
Federal income tax revenues produced
as a direct result of gamebird and hunt-
ing preserve-related commerce.

Significant Economic Benefit
These businesses are especially essen-
tial to rural areas. Industry expendi-

tures are predominately infused into
economically-poor rural areas of
America. Additionally, these businesses
bring tourists to those communities.
The increased traffic supports many
other businesses. These expenditures,
listed in Figure 3, create jobs that allow"
young people to remain in the local
area, and keep families on their farms.
Mark Klippert, owner of Whistling
Wings, Inc, in Hanover, Illinois,
describes the process well: “The
majority of the customers visiting
hunting preserves come from large
metropolitan areas, which provide
virtually no hunting opportunities.
They exchange their ‘city money’ for
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As stewards of the land, gamebird
producers and hunting preserves know
the majesty of wildlife and wilderness.
We respect the game we take and
appreciate the opportunity to continue
our time-honored occupation.

Ours is a business that has as its
foundation respect for the land and
its inhabitants. It involves ecologically
sound practices and responsible care
of the land and water. It is based on
the wise use of renewable resources.
In addition, it boosts the economy,
creating jobs and opportunities for
rural families.

The gamebird and hunting preserve
industry is vitally important to the
future of rural lands, of wildlife, and
of the Nation’s economy. Together we
can ensure a better quality of life for
ourselves and future generations.
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