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Senate Judiciary Committee March 25, 2009

As a member of Montana’s Uniform Law Commission, I urge your support of
House Bill 447, the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings
Jurisdiction Act.

‘This Act addresses the issue of jutisdiction over adult guardianships,
conservatorships, and othet protective proceedings, providing an effective
mechanism for resolving multi-state jurisdictional disputes. It contains specific
guidelines to specify which court has jurisdiction to appoint a guardian or
conservator for an incapacitated adult. The objective is that only state will have
jurisdiction at any one time.

This legislation, drafted by membets of the National Conference of
Commissioners of Uniform State Laws is approved by the American Bar
Association, the Alzheimer's Association, the Conference of Chief Justices, the
National Association of Elder Law Attorneys, the National College of Probate
Judges, and the National Guardianship Association

The Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act
will help to resolve guardianship issues such as otiginal jurisdiction, registration,
transfer, and out-of-state enforcement. It provides procedures that will help to
considerably reduce the cost of guardianship and protective proceeding cases
from state to state. I urge your support of this legislation.

I apologize for being unable to attend the hearing in person. Please don’t

hesitate to contact me with questions.

Thank you for your con51derat10

K ren Powell
On Behalf of Montana’s Uniform Law Commission



