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Montana State Senate
Natural Resource Committee
P.O. Box 200500

Helena, MT 59620-0500

January 7, 2009
Dear Natural Resource Committee,

The American Indian Caucus of the 61% Montana Legislature is in support of
Senate Bill 39.

SB 39 allows the Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission
Extension. This bill allows for an extension of the Commission for an additional
four years and extends time for Tribes to file water rights claims from six to sixty
months if the negotiations are unsuccessful.

The American Indian Caucus asks the Natural Resource Committee to strongly

consider supporting SB 39 for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.

Sincera,/Z

hannon J. Ajugare
American Indian Caucus Chairman
Montana House of Representatives




