
61st Legislature HB0480

- 1 - Authorized Print Version - HB 480

AN ACT AUTHORIZING NONRESIDENT YOUTH TO HUNT UPLAND GAME BIRDS AND MIGRATORY BIRDS

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A CLASS B-1 NONRESIDENT UPLAND GAME BIRD LICENSE AT A DISCOUNTED

PRICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-270 AND 87-2-805, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1.  Section 87-1-270, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-1-270.  Allocation of license fees to hunting access enhancement program. (1) The Except as

provided in 87-2-805(1)(b)(ii), the amount of $55 from the sale of each Class B-1 nonresident upland game bird

license must be used by the department to encourage public access to private lands for hunting purposes in

accordance with 87-1-265 through 87-1-267.

(2)  The resident hunting access enhancement fee in 87-2-202(3)(c) and the nonresident hunting access

enhancement fee in 87-2-202(3)(d) must be used by the department to encourage public access to private and

public lands for hunting purposes in accordance with 87-1-265 through 87-1-267."

Section 2.  Section 87-2-805, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-2-805.  (Temporary) Persons under eighteen years of age -- youth combination sports license

-- terminally ill youth under seventeen years of age -- free wildlife conservation license for resident

seniors and certain minors. (1) (a) Resident minors who are:

(i)  12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may fish and may hunt upland game and migratory

game birds during the open season with only a conservation license.;

(ii) Resident minors who are 15 years of age may hunt migratory game birds with only a conservation

license.; and

(iii) Resident minors who are under 12 years of age may fish without a license.

(b)  A nonresident person minor:
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(i)  under 15 years of age may not fish in or on any Montana waters without first having obtained a Class

B, B-4, or B-5 fishing license unless the nonresident person under 15 years of age minor is in the company of

an adult in possession of a valid Montana fishing license. The limit of fish for the nonresident person minor and

the accompanying adult combined may not exceed the limit for one adult as established by law or by rule of the

department.

(ii) who is 12 years of age or older and under 16 years of age may hunt upland game and migratory game

birds during the open season with the purchase of a Class B-1 nonresident upland game bird license for a cost

of $35. Of that fee, $17 must be deposited pursuant to 87-1-270 and $7 must be deposited pursuant to 87-1-246.

(2)  A resident, as defined by 87-2-102, who is 12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may

purchase a Class A-3 deer A tag for $6.50 and a Class A-5 elk tag for $8.

(3)  (a) A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a youth

combination sports license for $25. A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age and who

applies for any hunting license for the first time is entitled to receive a youth combination sports license free of

charge.

(b)  The youth combination sports license includes:

(i)  a conservation license;

(ii) a fishing license;

(iii) an upland game bird license;

(iv) an elk license; and

(v)  a deer license.

(c)  A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A fishing

license for $8.

(d)  A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A-1

upland game bird license for $3.

(e)  A person who lawfully purchases or is granted a free youth combination sports license at 17 years

of age, but who reaches 18 years of age during that license year, may legally use the license during that license

year. A person who hunts or fishes using a youth combination sports license purchased or granted free after the

person reaches 18 years of age is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to any of the following penalties

by the sentencing court:
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(i)  revocation of the person's hunting and fishing privileges for at least 5 years, revocation of the person's

hunting and fishing privileges for more than 5 years, or revocation of the person's hunting and fishing privileges

for life; and

(ii) a monetary fine of not less than $500 and not more than $5,000 in addition to the fine imposed on a

person under this chapter for the specific hunting or fishing violation.

(f)  This section does not prohibit a resident minor from purchasing any individual licenses for which the

minor may be eligible under this chapter if the minor does not purchase the youth combination sports license.

(4)  (a) The department may issue a free resident or nonresident big game combination license, as

applicable, to a resident or nonresident youth under 17 years of age who has been diagnosed with a terminal

illness. In order for a youth to qualify for the free license, the department must receive documentation from a

licensed physician verifying that the youth is terminally ill. The free license may be issued to a youth on a one-time

basis for only one hunting season.

(b)  In exercising hunting privileges, the youth must be in the company of an adult in possession of a valid

Montana hunting license or of a licensed Montana outfitter and conduct all hunting within the terms and conditions

of the license issued.

(c)  The department may waive hunter safety and education and bowhunter education requirements in

87-2-105 for a qualified youth under this subsection (4) and, in appropriate circumstances, may also allow the

qualified youth to hunt from a vehicle in the manner described in 87-2-803.

(5)  Resident minors who are 12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age and residents who are

62 years of age or older must, upon application and production of the documentation and information required

by 87-2-202(1), be issued a resident wildlife conservation license without charge. (Terminates February 28,

2009--sec. 7, Ch. 452, L. 2007.)

87-2-805.  (Effective March 1, 2009) Persons under eighteen years of age -- youth combination

sports license -- terminally ill youth under seventeen years of age. (1) (a) Resident minors who are:

(i)  12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may fish and may hunt upland game and migratory

game birds during the open season with only a conservation license.;

(ii) Resident minors who are 15 years of age may hunt migratory game birds with only a conservation

license.; and

(iii) Resident minors who are under 12 years of age may fish without a license.
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(b)  A nonresident person minor:

(i)  under 15 years of age may not fish in or on any Montana waters without first having obtained a Class

B, B-4, or B-5 fishing license unless the nonresident person under 15 years of age minor is in the company of

an adult in possession of a valid Montana fishing license. The limit of fish for the nonresident person minor and

the accompanying adult combined may not exceed the limit for one adult as established by law or by rule of the

department.

(ii) who is 12 years of age or older and under 16 years of age may hunt upland game and migratory game

birds during the open season with the purchase of a Class B-1 nonresident upland game bird license for a cost

of $35. Of that fee, $17 must be deposited pursuant to 87-1-270 and $7 must be deposited pursuant to 87-1-246.

(2)  A resident, as defined by 87-2-102, who is 12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may

purchase a Class A-3 deer A tag for $6.50 and a Class A-5 elk tag for $8.

(3)  (a) A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a youth

combination sports license for $25. A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age and who

applies for any hunting license for the first time is entitled to receive a youth combination sports license free of

charge.

(b)  The youth combination sports license includes:

(i)  a conservation license;

(ii) a fishing license;

(iii) an upland game bird license;

(iv) an elk license; and

(v)  a deer license.

(c)  A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A fishing

license for $8.

(d)  A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A-1

upland game bird license for $3.

(e)  A person who lawfully purchases or is granted a free youth combination sports license at 17 years

of age, but who reaches 18 years of age during that license year, may legally use the license during that license

year. A person who hunts or fishes using a youth combination sports license purchased or granted free after the

person reaches 18 years of age is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to any of the following penalties
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by the sentencing court:

(i)  revocation of the person's hunting and fishing privileges for at least 5 years, revocation of the person's

hunting and fishing privileges for more than 5 years, or revocation of the person's hunting and fishing privileges

for life; and

(ii) a monetary fine of not less than $500 and not more than $5,000 in addition to the fine imposed on a

person under this chapter for the specific hunting or fishing violation.

(f)  This section does not prohibit a resident minor from purchasing any individual licenses for which the

minor may be eligible under this chapter if the minor does not purchase the youth combination sports license.

(4)  (a) The department may issue a free resident or nonresident big game combination license, as

applicable, to a resident or nonresident youth under 17 years of age who has been diagnosed with a terminal

illness. In order for a youth to qualify for the free license, the department must receive documentation from a

licensed physician verifying that the youth is terminally ill. The free license may be issued to a youth on a one-time

basis for only one hunting season.

(b)  In exercising hunting privileges, the youth must be in the company of an adult in possession of a valid

Montana hunting license or of a licensed Montana outfitter and conduct all hunting within the terms and conditions

of the license issued.

(c)  The department may waive hunter safety and education and bowhunter education requirements in

87-2-105 for a qualified youth under this subsection (4) and, in appropriate circumstances, may also allow the

qualified youth to hunt from a vehicle in the manner described in 87-2-803."

Section 3.  Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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