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FWP eyes state land for bison
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By DANIEL PERSON, Chronicle Staff Writer,

Montana's wildlife agency has named three swaths of state land as potential roaming ground for 100 wild bison now in quarantine at a
400-acre facility near Corwin Springs.

In a memo to its five-member commission, the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks identified the Spotted Dog, Marias River
and Beartooth wildlife-management areas as state-owned properties where the state could place the bison temporarily as it develops a
long-term plan for wild bison in Montana.

The bison are part of an experiment to see if quarantine can be used to create herds of disease-free bison that share the genetic
makeup of the bison now roaming Yellowstone National Park. As part of the 6-year-old project, bison were captured as they left the
park, and those found not to have been exposed to brucellosis were kept in the Corwin Springs holding facility.

FWP identifying state land where the bison could be placed is a significant change from last year, when the state struck a deal with
Turner Enterprises to place 86 Yellowstone bison on Ted Turner's Green Ranch west of Bozeman. That deal was controversial because
it allows Turner Enterprises to keep up to 75 percent of the bison's offspring, but FWP argued it was necessary because it could not find
any public or private groups -- including itself -- prepared to manage a herd of wild bison.

"As the state agency responsibie for Montana's wildlife, it is time that we take a serious look at this big game species’' management,”
FWP director Joe Maurier said in a written statement Monday. "Bison have been ignored as a big game species for 100 years. It's
simply time to consider realistic options for its management in Montana.”

According to the staff memo, approximately 50 bison must be moved from the Corwin Springs facility each year over the next two years.

FWP is asking the commission to endorse its plan to further explore those wildlife-management areas, as well as other unspecified
sites, as "interim holding locations” for the bison now being held at the Corwin Springs facility. The commission will take up the proposal
Monday in Helena.

No exact timeline has been developed for moving the bison. In a press release, FWP said “the goal would be to find appropriate areas
that could support a huntable population of at least 50 bison.” The bison will likely be confined by a fence.

"I doubt that we'll ever get to a truly free-ranging bison herd," Maurier said. "But we want to see if we can find the right place where
bison can roam behind a wildlife-friendly fence.”

Reaction to that plan was mixed Monday.

Mike Leahy, Rocky Mountain director of Defenders of Wildlife, said he was supportive of the move to consider wildlife-management
areas for bison.

"We think it makes a lot of sense to relocate some of the bison to state lands," he said.
But Buffalo Field Campaign spokeswoman Stephany Seay was more critical.

"FWP's plan would further the disrespectful livestock model while adding the sickening twist of hunting buffalo on fenced-in public land
after they have been raised in prison since they were calves stolen from the wild," she said.
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Several lawmakers hope to address relocating bison during this legislative session, including bills that would ban free-roaming bison in
Montana and give county commissioners oversight of bison placed in their counties.

Daniel Person can be reached at dperson@dailychronicle.com or 582-2665.
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Yellowstone bison head toward public lands
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By CARLY FLANDRO, Chronicle Staff Writer,
Like they've done for many winters, horseback riders on Wednesday herded a string of wild bison across a frozen, white landscape just
outside of Yellowstone National Park.

But this time, the bison were being herded out of the park rather than into it — marking the first time in decades that the wild animals will
be allowed to winter on public lands north of the park.

Agency officials are touting the move as a step toward increased tolerance of bison outside the park, and noted that — for the first time
— the bison will be allowed in an area that still hosts a small number of cattle year-round.

Historically, the bison have been confined to the park for fear that the animals will spread brucellosis to livestock that graze on private
ranches and public land around Yellowstone. Bruceliosis causes wildlife and livestock to abort their young.

The 25 bison were spirited Wednesday as they were released from a fenced pasture at the Stephens Creek facility northwest of
Gardiner. A handful of horseback riders trailed behind them, hazing the bison about a half dozen miles north to the Royal Teton Ranch.

The bison trotted in a procession alongside the Yellowstone River and through Royal Teton Ranch property, which is serving as a
corridor between the park and the Gallatin National Forest.

The ranchland is owned by the Church Universal and Triumphant. Government agencies and the church struck a $3.3 miltion dea! in
2008, securing use of the land in a 30-year grazing lease.

Adjacent to the ranchland, the open, snow-blanketed Cutier Meadow spread from the base of nearby foothills and mountains. That,
according to Mel Frost of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, is where the agencies are hoping the bison will flock to and forage for the
next several months. The meadow is part of the Gallatin National Forest.

Horseback riders stopped short of herding the bison there on Wednesday, however. Marna Daley, spokeswoman for the Gallatin
National Forest, said that may have been because the animals were tired, or because they were close enough to the meadow to
wander there without prompting.

However, if the bison attempt to continue past the meadow and roam through Yankee Jim Canyon toward Paradise Valley, they would
have to be stopped, according to agency officials. in that case, the bison would either be hazed, captured, or "lethally removed.”

if the animals move west, they could roam as far as the National Forest extends.

This step is part of the Interagency Bison Management Plan, under which five agencies cooperate in the hopes of conserving a wild,
free-ranging bison population while aflowing livestock grazing to continue around Yellowstone.

Every week, representatives from those agencies will monitor the bison, mostly to see where they're moving and how they’re using the
landscape, according to Al Nash, a spokesman for the park.

But the bison won't be calling the meadow home for too long. The animals must return to the park by May 1, according to Frost. It's
possible that they could return on their own, she said, but if not they would likely be hazed back into the park.
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Bison tend to exit the park in the winter season in search for lower ground and better places to forage, Frost said. The Cutier Meadow
area could provide some of the winter habitat the bison seek on a longer-term basis if all goes well.

Next year, the amount of bison on the land could increase to 50. And the following year, as many as 100 bison could be allowed to
winter north of the park.

The initial group of 25, which includes seven calves, 18 adults, and a mixture of males and females, was chosen after corralling dozens
into the Stephens Creek pasture. The animals were tested for exposure to brucellosis, and those that tested negative became eligible.

Officials then monitored those animals to choose which to include in the final group, striving, for example, to keep together calves and
COWwS.

Agency officials and members of the public gathered to watch the bison run from the fenced pasture Wednesday morning, and stood
quietly when the animals finally came into view, running ahead of the horses and riders.

After they had passed, Stephany Seay, a spokeswoman for the Buffalo Field Campaign, a nonprofit bison advocacy group, said it was
depressing to see the animals "treated as livestock.”

"It's a sad day for us,” she said. "We do not celebrate this."

The Buffalo Field Campaign is opposed to the way the animals are being treated, including capturing, coliaring and blood testing. Seay
said that treatment infringes upon the animals’ "wild integrity."

Carly Flandro can be reached at 582-2638 or cflandro@dailychronicle.com.
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Reference Links

« Map: Gallatin Nationa! Forest

- Wikipedia: Gallatin National Forest

+  Wikipedia: Church Universal and Triumphant
+ Wikipedia: Paradise Valley (Montana)

- Wikipedia: Bison
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Half of newly moved bison move across Yellowstone River

By BRETT FRENCH Of The Gazette Staff | Posted: Friday, Januvary 21, 2011 11:15 am

GARDINER — Roughly half of the Yellowstone National Park bison that were hazed Wednesday onto national forest land
as a test of increasing tolerance for disease-free bison crossed the Yellowstone River on Thursday — outside the area they
were meant to roam.

Montana Department of Livestock staff tried to move the animals back Thursday night but ran out of daylight. By the time
they returned Friday momning to resume the hazing effort, the animals had returned back across the river, said Al Nash, chief
of public affairs for Yellowstone. But by later in the afternoon, a group of bison had again crossed the river and hazers were
dispatched to push them across the river.

"What I've said all along is the bison are going to learn the landscape and we're going to learn how they use the landscape,”
Nash said.

Prior to being moved Wednesday, the bison had migrated out of Yellowstone and were being held at the park's Stephens
Creek corrals to be tested for brucellosis. Once 25 disease-free bison were captured, they were fitted with GPS tracking
collars, ear tagged and females had intrauterine tracking devices implanted.

The bison'’s escape from their new allotment will give foes of the program more fodder for denying bison access to public
lands outside of Yellowstone. But Nash remained resolute.

"It's too early to pass judgment on the level of success this experiment may have," he said.

Bison have not been tolerated beyond the park's northern border except in the Eagle Creek area, east of the Yellowstone
River, where hunting is allowed. In past years, bison that wandered out of the park west of the river have been hazed back
into the park or corralled. Corralled bison are tested for exposure to brucellosis, a disease that can cause cows to abort their
pregnancies. Bison that tested positive for the disease were slaughtered and the meat given to tribes and food banks.

The mixed group of bison that were moved Wednesday were supposed to stay on 2,500 acres of Gallatin National Forest
land. The bison were hazed through an easement for which conservation groups paid $3 million to the Church Universal and
Triumphant for a 30-year lease to its Royal Teton Ranch. The Yellowstone River acts as the eastern boundary of the

area where the bison were allowed.

Nash said a contingent of bison swam the river on Wednesday when they were moved by Livestock Department riders, but
swam back. The bison that crossed on Thursday moved near where a herd of disease-free quarantined bison are being held for
possible relocation to public lands in Montana and then later crossed near an old Fish, Wildlife and Parks game check station.

Nash said the Park Service will decide next week what to do with the 63 bison still being held at the Stephens Creek corrals.
Twenty-one of the bison have tested positive for exposure to brucellosis, 19 tested negative and the other 23 have not been
tested.
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Montana livestock agents Kill 1 bison north of Yellowstone

By MATTHEW BROWN Associated Press | Posted: Monday, January 24,2011 8:00 pm

BILLINGS - One of 25 bison allowed to roam north of Yellowstone National Park was shot by Montana livestock agents
Monday - a setback to efforts to allow bison onto grazing grounds where they had been barred for decades.

Department of Livestock spokesman Steve Merritt said agency personnel killed the cow Monday after trying for two days to
haze it off private property and onto the Gallatin National Forest.

Govemnment agencies and private groups have committed to spend more than $3 million to establish a corridor through private
land for some bison to leave Yellowstone during the winter migrations. More than 3,000 bison were captured and slaughtered
attempting the journey in the last decade.

Wildlife officials want the 25 bison to stay on a 2,500-acre patch of forestland along the west bank of the Yellowstone River.
But the animals have repeatedly wandered off since their Wednesday arrival, by crossing the river into inhabited areas several
miles north of the park.

Many bison carry brucellosis, which can cause animals to prematurely abort their young. The disease was brought the region in
the livestock of early European settlers, but after being eradicated from cattle nationwide persists in Yellowstone's wildlife.

The 25 involved in the experimental habitat program tested negative for exposure to brucellosis, although ranchers in the region
remain wary.

Officials said a second animal, a bull bison, remained unaccounted for Monday.

Merritt said it was uncertain what would happen to that animal if it is found. Yet Monday's events made clear that the
Department of Livestock tolerance for bison in Montana has its limits.

"We just didn't know what to expect once the bison got up there," Merritt said. "If they don't cooperate, we will be forced into
some sort of management decision.”

A representative of the Buffalo Field Campaign, a bison advocacy group, said state and federal officials should have foreseen the
animals would not stay on the Gallatin forest.

"Buffalo move no matter where you put them,” said Peter Bogusko, an activist with the group. "1 don't know why they assumed
they weren't going to cross the Yellowstone."

Representatives of the five state and federal agencies involved in moving the bison onto the Gallatin were scheduled to have a
conference call Tuesday to discuss the fate of the animals.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks regional director Pat Flowers said if some or all of the animals continue to enter private
property they could be hazed yet again onto the forest, pushed back into Yellowstone or, as a last resort, lethally removed.

Flowers said it was a "reasonable possibility" that repeated hazings of the animals will prod the bison to give up their efforts to
roam.

" Animals respond to pressure. Whether it's an unpleasant disturbance from people on horseback or hunting pressure, they
respond to that pressure,” he said. "From the outset, we had described this effort as a process where we're going to learn how the
bison will behave once they get up there.”
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Yellowstone bison may be
fed to keep them in place

The Associated Press « January 26, 2011

BOZEMAN — Montana wildlife officials are
considering feeding two dozen wild bison to keep
them from wandering off a newly designated grazing
area on the Gallatin National Forest.

Mel Frost with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks said
state law allows for supplemental feeding of the
animals for “disease control purposes.”

The Yellowstone National Park bison were relocated
to 2,500 acres north of the park last week under a
pilot program to expand bison habitat. Because of
fears over a disease carried by bison, one of the
animals was shot by state livestock agents Monday
when it wandered onto private property.

Officials had tried unsuccessfully to haze the animal
back onto public land. They say feeding the
remaining bison might keep them in place.
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