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CITY OF BILLINGS
POLICE DEPARTMENT -

PO, Box'1554 Brlhnus MT 591()2
) S 220°N. 27th St.« Billings, MT ’59!()]
) (4()6) 657 8460 * Fax (406) 657-8417 » E-my ul bdeu bllhnos mt.us .

“February 10,2011 - -
o jMon't‘ana' House Ag_r_i’c’ul_ture _Committee»: :
o .Chairman Kerns and-Comrnittee Mem_b.ers:' -

":Thank you for hearrng two- bilis regardlng anrmat statute |mprovements The Bllllngs Pohce
‘ .Department and-our Animal-Control ‘section have reviewed both HB 390, to establish. hcensmg
and mspectron and HB 407 to establrsh dog owner responsrbrlrty for aggresswe dog behawors -

| beheve that both brlls offer: rmprovements to exnstrng statutes and the City . authonzed Anrmal

'; Control Supervrsor Dave Klein and me to-attend your hearings. -However, we are unabie to do

that, so -[:am writing in support of these improvements-ard anticipate the changes will help law
‘ enforcement and anlmaI control oft" icers |n handllng anrmal welfare caIIs and complarnts

. HB.390 addresses the growmg problem of drrect sales of dogs to the publrc from faculrtres that
. have no oversight,; rnspectlons or minimurn standards. 'HB 390,.via MDOL rule makmg, wm '

o Slncerely, _

~_provide consumer: protectionand safety standards that are currently lacking. . ,
- HB 407 is:a:model statute that puts the responsrblhty for negative dog behaviors,: regardless of e
“breed or background on the owner/caretaker. This is where the respon5|b|hty lies and: the City
: ’supports thls measure ‘The Clty of Bllhngs urges your commlttee to approve these brlls o

" Rich St. Johf
Chief of Police




