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January 28, 2011

Representative Elsie Arntzen, Chair
House Business and Labor Committee
Montana House of Representatives
PO Box 200400

Helena. MT 50620-0460

RE: HB 124 (Creation of MT State Health Insurance Exchange)
Dear Madame Chair:

Rocky Mountain Health Network is a Provider-Hospital Organization of over 500 members and seven
hospitals. including St. Vincent Healthcare. which is headquartered in Billings. We. like many other
organizations in Montana, are preparing for the changes that are driven by the federal health reform
legislation. Not only are we preparing to become an Accountable Care Organization (ACO). but also
have been active in working with the state-wide stakeholder group that Commissioner Lindeen hag
formed in order to educate, garner expert opinion, and inform the creation of legislation that would
enable the creation of a Montana State Health Insurance Exchange.

If properly designed and administered. an insurance exchange will employ market-driven principles in
accessing and purchasing health insurance. As vou know, an exchange is an online marketplace for
individuals and small businesses to easily compare rates, benefits, and quality among health plans, and
facilitate the purchase of qualified health insurance.

It is important that we, the citizens of Montana, create our own health insurance exchange. Otherwise,
according to the provisions of the federal reform regulations. the federal government will put their
program in place. While some may consider the creation of a Montana exchange the lesser of two
evils. none the less. the providers of the Rocky Mountain Health Network support HB 124, and the
creation of a Montana solution for a health insurance exchange,

Thank you very much for allowing our input.

Respectfully submitted.
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Paul R. Cook, MD. MHA. CPE
President/CEQ




