EXHIBT 2

HB
January 12, 2011
House Federal Relations, Energy and Telecommunications Committee
RE: House Bill 198

Good Afternoon:

My name is Steve Dahlman. I am a fourth generation Farmer/Rancher and property
owner out of Dutton, Montana. I am here today to voice my objection to HB - 198.
Do not grant Eminent Domain authority to any out of state, private profit, private
use, corporations. More specifically, [ am referring to the MATL Transmission
Project, which in affect is why most of us are here today. Do not allow companies
such as MATL to place structures, lines, guy wires etc. . . . in locations they do not
belong. We the owners, operators, and carriers of these projects should have the right
to place these structures, where they are the most feasible and most economically
viable for the property owner first, not the other way around.

To clarify, I am not against these transmission projects, just their means of
construction. The results of these transmission projects are not going away in just a
couple of years but will be here for generations to come. Let us, the owners, retain
our personal property rights.

What we do not want, and I speak from experience with MATL, are structures off of

property lines to the point you cannot farm around them, transmission lines that run
in angles, resulting in property being taken out of commission. Also, let us not forget,
them wanting to build transmissions lines only a couple hundred feet of farm yards.

I do not agree with the statement, “you cannot please everyone,” that is just a
corporate cop out. It can be done but won't be done with Eminent Domain
authority.

Concerns are made almost daily of bullying in our country’s school systems and the
legalities and ramifications behind them. Eminent Domain authority would just
make bullying a standard practice in the corporate world of transmission lines.

In closing, do not grant Eminent Domain authority under House Bill 198. Montana
was founded by hard-working Montanans. Do not set a precedence by letting
transmission corridors be built by condemnation proceedings. Not an example to be
proud of in my book.
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