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The Billings Gazette | Posted: Sunday, October 17, 2010
Japanese firm, Billings businesses collaborate on wind turbine plan

Muneyoshi Shibagaki is in the habit of waking early each morning and taking a walk.
And one of those morning walks, taken in Billings earlier this year, confirmed his
commitment to bring business to Billings.

Shibagaki is president of Taisei Techno, a Japanese firm that recently entered the wind
turbine business. According to Masahiro Sano, a consultant for Taisei Techno,
Shibagaki was so taken by the friendly people he met on his stroll that he was
convinced he’d made the right choice. He'd selected Billings, and more specifically
Montana State University Billings College of Technology, as the premiere site for the
company’s wind turbine venture in the United States.

“He was surprised that every person he met on the street said ‘hello’ and ‘good
morning’,” said Sano, who was back in Billings at the end of September. “That
wouldn’t happen in New York or Chicago. He had a very good feeling about the people
here.”

The greetings and smiles could prove even more fortuitous for Billings. If all goes as
hoped, Taisei Techno’s current partnership with several local firms may one day
transform the city into the company’s American hub for wind turbine manufacture.

The Taisei-Billings connection traces back to a chance meeting in February 2009, when
Rhyno Stinchfield met Sano at a renewable energy conference in Las Vegas. Over the
ensuing year, the business relationship evolved, culminating in Taisei Techno naming
Stinchfield as its agent in the United States.




