Date: 17 March 2011
Subject: SB144 (Aprries 0 817y As wiie)
From: . Becky Weed

The premise of SB144 is that brucellosis is a dangerous disease. 1agree that brucellosis
is a significant disease for both public health and livestock commerce reasons.
However, it does not follow that SB144 i is therefore a sensible bill.

Iask you to step back and look at the dangerous game that you are engaged in. The
more you build on the brucellosis hype, even to the point of discrediting the testing
procedures that our cattle industry itself appropriately relies on to keep its markets
strong, the more you damage your own cred1b1hty and that of the ranchers you claim to
represent. Even as APHIS, other vets, wiidiife biclegists, and some of this state’s most
promment ranchers are Seeklng to focus on the science of (atﬂt‘ vaccine protocols and

11 the dedibel level of unnecessary stigma of past
history, this bill takes us back. Tam deeply conscious of the emotmnal and fmanaal toll
of that histury, and one of my early duties as a BO =3 ts het 5 <
mdemmty payments and p*‘ocedure% with the last Montana tamny to have been forced

0 ey ims, Partially due to that experience, and

damental belief that habitually pittmg ranchers and wﬂdhie
s insane, i, along with many
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procedures. at has been successful.
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