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March 9, 2011

Representative David Howard, Chair Human Services Committee
Montana House of Representatives

PO Box 200400

Helena MT 59620

Re:  Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers is opposed to SB 132
Dear Representative Howard and Committee members:

The Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers opposes SB 132. This bill changes the law of licensure
affecting, most directly, about 30 licensed audiologists who are also licensed hearing aid
dispensers. One detrimental effect of this bill is the financial burden previously shared by these
30 licensees shifts to the 60 remaining licensed hearing aid dispensers who are already facing a
licensing fee increase. The fallout of this bill increases the licensing fees for the 60 remaining
hearing aid dispensers by about 30% or more to compensate for the lost revenue. This fee
increase will cause, as past increases have caused, a number of the active and inactive licensees
to decide not to renew, requiring additional fee increases. This is the result of 30 audiologists
not wanting to be subject to licensure under the Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers.

This bill also opens the door for audiologists to practice hearing aid dispensing without
adequately integrating hearing aid dispensing laws into the practice of audiology laws. The
result is a discrepancy between licensed audiologists and licensed hearing aid dispensers in terms
of statutory oversight and accountability. The bill was amended to reference only one statutory
requirement applicable to hearing aid dispensing; but for the most part, this bill allows the same
occupation of hearing aid fitting and dispensing to be practiced by two separately licensed

groups of individuals who are subject to two different sets of statutory and regulatory
requirements.

The Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers requests that this committee table SB 132.

Respectfully,

Presiding Officer
Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers

P.0. BOX 200513 « 301 SOUTH PARKe HELENA MT 59620-0513 e PHONE {406) 841-2300
FAX (406) 841-2305 « TTD (406) 444-0532

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”




