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March 21 2011

Re: Psychologist Prescribing Bill, SB272

To Whom It May Concern:

Please do not allow this bill to pass. The right to prescribe medication and practice medicine
should not be legislated, it should be earned. [ would welcome Psychologists to prescribe
medication as soon as they attend an accredited medical school and complete an accredited
Internship and Residency in Psychiatry. This entails 8-10 vigorous YEARS of MEDICAL
training with very ill patients. mostly on inpatient wards.

My intense training in Adult and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry occurred at Dartmouth
Hitchcock Medical Center. Residency includes generally 9-12 months of experience in Internal
Medicine. My experiences during Internship included time spent seeing the some of the sickest
patients of all: in the ICU, on the Cancer Ward and on the Medical/Surgical Floors. I helped
ease the suffering of dying patients, pronounced patients deceased and helped their family say
goodbye to their family member, ordered and administered chemotherapeutic agents to cancer
patients, and treated infcctions, delirium and many other serious illncsses. I spent every third
night on call dealing with emergencies of all varicties.

My experiences during the psychiatric portion of the Residency program including working at
the New Hampshire State Hospital, at the Veteran’s Hospital in White River Junction, at the
Brattleboro Retreat treating hospitalized teenagers, and at the Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical
Center including time on the addiction ward, inpatient wards and outpatient clinics. I performed
consultations to the general hospital on some rotations. These experiences gave me valuable
expericnces in tréating many different psychiatric disorders with varying degrees of clinical
scverity. The art of practicing medicine as well as the science of medicine is intensely covered
during these ycars.

Even after these intense learning years and expericnces, and thirteen years of private practice, |
still am apprehensive at times prescribing medication. The brain is the most important and
sophisticated organ in our body. Our medications cross the blood brain barrier and affect this
vital organ. It commands our respect and humility, My patients are often on multiple
medications by the time they consult me, for multiple medical disorders as well as psychiatric
problems. Thesc patients requirc all my skills. experience and knowledge to treat them safely
and effectively.




r a/9

2011-03-20 23:56 Bridger Chila LUODBLYIVD >>

There is simply NO way that the proposed Psychopharmacology course for psychologists who
generally have NO medical training at all, can cover the knowledge base needed to prescribe
psychotropic medication. They would not have the core basis of knowledge and the necessary
experiences to treat patients with medication safely.

Further, I practice general medicine in my office on a daily basis. This includes counseling
patients on preventative health practices. smoking cessation, safe birth control practices, and
potential effects of medications in pregnancy and breast feeding; recognizing familial syndromes
that may need further investigation; monitoring blood pressure; ordering and interpreting
laboratories and sleep studics and advising patients on other health questions they have. I have
recognized impending strokes, breast cancer, thyroid problems, pneumonia, delirium and other
emergent medical disorders in my office which a psychologist without a medical license would
be unable to recognize and would be ill equipped to deal with,

Patients with psychiatric disorders, illnesses of the brain, deserve the best medical care. They
deserve treatment from a Medical Doctor (MD) who has spent 8-10 years training to treat
psychiatric illness, not by a Psychologist (Ph.D.)who has taken a short Psychopharmacology
course. This is dangerous to say the Icast. 1hope that the Montana Legislature is not fooled by
the incorrect and misleading information that is being fed to them.

Thank you for your consideration of our patients® health, well being and safety. Thank you for
standing up for our patients and saying “NO” 10 SB 272.

V(7

Singerely,

Jelan M. Green. MD
Board Certified Adult Psychiatrist
Board Certified Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist
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COMPARISON OF PRESCRIBING PSYCHOLOGIST STATUTE IN NEW MEXICO AND MONTANA'S SB 272
MONTANA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

March 21, 2011

New Mexico

Montana

Collaboration
Guidelines

A documented ongoing collaborative relationship is
required. When there is a disagreement with the
primary provider, the psychologist must defer to the
judgment of the primary provider. The psychologist
must contact the primary provider during the following
situations: 1) When there are medication changes 2)
When a patient experiences adverse reaction to
medications 3) To report lab results related to tests the
psychologist ordered and, 4) To report changes in a
patient's psychological condition that may affect
medical treatment. Additionally the primary provider
must contact the psychologist when there are changes
in a patient's medications or medical condition that may
affect the treatment provided by the psychologist.

SB 272 is amended to require a collaborative
relationship between the psychologist and the
medical practitioner overseeing the patient's
general medical care for the provision of
patient's care including diagnosis, treatment
and cooperation in the management of a
patient's health care. There are no further
definition/details regarding the collaborative

relationship.
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New Mexico

Montana

Educational
Requirements

1) Doctoral program in psychology 2) Unrestricted
license to practice psychology 3) Successful
completion of psychopharmacological training from a
post doctoral program in psychopharmacology
education for psychologists or a continuing education
provider approved by the American Psychological
Association, or a continuing education program of
professional development in psychopharmacology for
psychologists that is administered in collaboration with
a school that has a formal, organized program of study
leading to a credential in psychopharmacology from
that school, or a continuing education program of
professional development in psychopharmacology for
psychologists that is administed in collaboration with a
school if the applicant successfully completed the 450
classroom hours of didactic study required in statute 4)
80 hours practicum in clinical assessment and
pathophysiology 5) 400 hour practicum, treating a
minimum of 100 patients with mental disorders under
the supervision of a physician 6) Pass
psychopharmacology exam for psychologists
developed by the American Psychologic Assn.

1) Current license to practice psychology in
Montana 2) Master's degree in clinical
psychopharmacology from an institution
accredited by a regional accreditation
organization or successful completion of the
US Department of Defense
Psychopharmacology Demonstration Project or
a similar US armed forces program 3)
Completed supervised and relevant clinical
experience with at least 100 patients preceding
the date of application under the direction of
qualified practitioners as determined by the MT
Board of Psychologists 4) Pass a certifying
exam developed by a nationally recognized
body and approved by the MT Board of
Psychologists
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New Mexico

Montana

Compilaint Process

A joint board complaint committee of: 1) A person
experienced in the filed of psychopharmacology 2) A
person from the appropriate board of the health care
practitioner having a collaborative relationship with the
prescribing psychologist and, 3) A public member,
must evaluate and attempt to informally resolve any
complaint arising out of the collaboration between a
prescribing psychologist and a health care practitioner.
If an informal resolution cannot be achieved, the
committee's finding will be reported to the board of
psychologists and to the health care provider's
licensing board with recommendation to each board for
appropriate action.

There is an oversight committee composed of
five members; two physicians, two
psychologists and one pharmacist. The
committee must be called by one of the
represented boards upon receipt of a signed
written complaint. The committee after review
of all necessary records my recommend the
MT Board of Psychologists either take no
further action or initiate disciplinary
proceedings. The MT Board of Psychologists
takes action to begin disciplinary proceedings
and provide the MT Board of Medical
Examiners, the MT Board of Pharmacy and the
complainant with a copy of the committee's
decision.

Certificate Renewal

Prescription certificate is renewed concurrently with the
active license. The prescribing psychologist must
submit the certificate renewal application form,
evidence of malpractice insurance and additional CPE
required by the Board of Psychologists.

The MT Board of Psychologists shall prescribe
by rule a method for the renewal of prescriptive
authority in conjunction with the renewal of
licenses.

Malpractice Insurance
Requirements

Prescribing psychologists must maintain malpractice
insurance of no less than 1 million per occurrence with

an aggregate limit of 3 million dollars.

No requirements for maintaining malpractice
insurance are included in SB 272




