Tuesday, April 19, 2011

MT Legislature
Re: Support of $J30-Interim study on childhood trauma & long-term effects on children.

Senator David Howard, Chairman;

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Todd Garrison. | am the
Executive Director of The ChildWise Institute, a newly formed Montana non-profit
established by Intermountain to address the needs of our state’s vulnerable children.
Intermountain has provided treatment and child welfare services to children and families in
Montana for over 100 years. In 2010, Intermountain served over 1,000 children in
communities across Montana.

| believe that the most important thing on Farth is the wellbeing of our children. There are
many pressing issues in our world today that need to be resolved, but unless we make
children our top priority now, none of those issues will ever be solved... for it’s the children
who are our future solutions. The future of Montana is in the hands of our children, and we
must assure that they are healthy.

Research” has proven that the first three years of life are the most critical to healthy brain
development. Decades of service to young traumatized children by Intermountain also
proves that deep emotional distress caused by abuse, neglect, trauma, and a chaotic living
environment is difficult and costly to heal. The most important thing we can do as citizens of
Montana is to assure that our children are given the best possible chance to be healthy
emotionally, mentally, physically, and spiritually.

In order to make that possible, we must first understand the needs of vulnerable children and
their families. It is this Joint Resolution that can be the conduit to reach that understanding,
and subsequently make recommendations to our legislators for positive change.

The most important thing on Earth is the wellbeing of our children. | urge you, Mr.
Chairman and members of this committee, to take this step in demonstrating to the people
of Montana that we do take this seriously by supporting $J30.

With great respect, .
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" Todd Garrison

- The ChildWise Institute
500 S. Lamborn
Helena, MT 59601
406-431-2103 cell
todd@childwise.org

*Dr. Bruce Perry, Child Trauma Academy; www.childtrauma.org




TRAINING FORSTER PARENTS:

Of the 50 states in the nation, 35 of them require 20 HOURS OR MORE of pre-service
training for foster parents. In the entire nation, 56% of the states require MORE THAN
25 HOURS of pre-service training. MONTANA ONLY REQUIRES 18 HOURS.

Foster Parent Pre-Service Training
Last updated: January 3, 2008

States have a variety of policies regarding pre-service training for foster parents, We have
assembled those we were able 1o locate here, | lote that this is not a comprehensive list of
all policies.

Mandatory Training Hours
Most states reguire ¢ minimum number of pre-service training hours, but the range of
mandatory hours is quite large. Hours given are only for basic foster care; many states
have additional requirements for therapeutic foster parents. When a specific
curricolum is used, it is indicated.

Required Hours States

& haurs | Minnesota, Pennsyivania®

8 haurs | Hevada

10 hours | Alaska™, Georgia (IMPACT), Idaho™ | lew Mexica

12 hours | Califoraia, Colerado®, Michigan (PRIDE), Mississippi (FATH)

14 hours | South Carolina

16 hours | Wyoaming

18 hours | Hawaii, Montana

20 hours | Indione (Fosterparentscope)

21 hours | Florida (GPS-MAPPY* Llew Hampshire, | debraska

24 hours | Maine, Massachusetts (MAPP), Ohio*

27 hours | Delaware (PRIDE}, Hew Jersey, Iliinois (PRILE), Maryland, Missouri
(STARS), Horth Dokota (PRIDE), Cklahema (OK FRIDE)

30 haurs | Alabama*, Arizona (FS MAPPY* Arkansas™, Listrict of Columbia (PS
MAPEY* Towa (PS5 MAPP) Kentucky (GPS-MAPP}, Lauisiana (MAPP),
Forth Carolina, Rhode Island®, South Dakota, Tennessee (PATH]),
Texas (PRIDEY Vermant, Washington®, West Virginia (PRIDE)

32 hours | Utah (CCBT)

45 haurs | Connecticut (PRIDEY®

# of hours not Few York*
specifizd
Ho preservice Oregon® {orientation, prior to or within 30 days of placement),

requirement Virginie, Wisconsin
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