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2009 PARENT SURVEY RESULTS

23% OF MSDB PARENTS RESPONDED

100% -
80% -
60% -
40% -
20% -
0% - T
My child is | feel instruction is MsSDB I'm aw are of
safe within involved and designed to succeeds at transition
the includedin  challenge  preparing services
educational my child's and meetmy children for  available
program. IEP/ICST child's future w ork. and am
meetings. needs. satisfied
w ith the
services my
. = Strongly Agree child
= Agree receives.

~ Parent Suggestions for Improvement:
o More counseling with students about career choices

e More updates on student p‘rogres‘sk

€hanges in the works for Faill 2009

> Timely updates on
student MAP

assessment results

> Regular discussion
with counselors
regarding individual
education/career goals

> Use technology to
expand social and
educational connections
with other sensory

impaired students

~ Spring 2009

From Mr, Gettel

In the fall of 2009 MSDB will begin to
implement a new strategic plan which we and a
number of parents and constituents have been
working on over the past year. For students
enrolled in our campus program here in Great
Falls, one of the goals is to use the assessment
information from NWEA Measures of Academic
Progress (MAP). MSDB will also work collabora-
tively with other schools for the deaf and the
blind to identify more effective strategies for
teaching reading so that students will develop
significantly improved literacy skills. Using the
Love and Logic program to help students develop
and apply ~improved thinking and problem solv-
ing, conflict management, and social skills is an-

other area of focus.

Another goal for the education program is to
improve the level of support for our parents by
developing mentor programs for families utilizing
successful deaf or blind adults from the
community. Using video technology the school is
planning to provide more opportunities for
networking, training and support to families and

more connections with our staff.

A goal in the cottage program is to improve
the quality and variety of after school and
weekend activities so that our residential
students have a broader and richer set of life

experiences while living on campus.

We look forward to the 2009-10 school year
and working smarter and harder to improve the

educational outcomes of your children.




MAP testing at MSPB

This fall MSDB began
testing students using the
NWEA Measures of
Academic Progress (MAP)
assessment. MSDB joins
more that 79 other schools
and districts in Montana that
are working with NWEA to
measure and improve

academic student growth,
The MAP assessment involves
using state-aligned computer-
ized adaptive tests that are
designed to identify the
instructional level of each
student and measure growth
over time. The testing
process is unique in that the

level of questions adjusts to
the student’s

instructional level for each
student.

Results
identify skills
and concepts
individual
students have
learned,
identify
instructional
needs, and
monitor

growth over time. Prelimi-
nary results are available
within 24 to 48 hours after
the testing is completed.
Tools and resources pro-
vided through NWEA assist
teachers'in organizing/

ability as they
progress
through the
test, thereby
identifying a
specific

Check out the “Tips for
Parents” and Web Site
information in the NWEA
Parent Toolkit

interpreting data and pro-
vide information about
instructional needs and
concepts that can guide
instructional decisions for
individual students.
Receiving timely informa-

P ¢y
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Computerized testing at
MSDB occurs 3 times a
year (Fall, Winter, &

Spring) *
Information from the as-
sessment is used to tailor
instruction to individual

student needs ¢

Testing shows student
progress over time

Lexile Scores allow teach-
ers to select books that
are at appropriate levels
for the students

Subject areas assessed:
Reading & Math

tion and using the provided
resources allows educators
the opportunity
to use the results
of this testing

‘.. process to guide
 classroom
_instruction.

In addition,
_NWEA provides
" a variety of on-
going professional
development that builds on
teachers understanding of
assessment data and allows
for collaboration and the
sharing of resources. MSDB
staff participated in several
training sessions last fall to
build their understanding of
the MAP assessment and to
expand their knowledge and

use of assessment data.

DesCartes learning con-
tinuum provides an out-
line of specific skills and
concepts students are
developing
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