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A department of Montana Tech of HE

ince it was established in 1919, the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology (MBMG) has fulfilled its mandate to collect
and publish information on Montana’s geology to promote orderly and responsible development of the energy,
groundwater, and mineral resources of Montana. A non-regulatory state agency, the MBMG provides extensive advisory, technical, and
informational services on Montana’s geologic, mineral, energy, and water resources. We bring this scientific information to the public.
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What do we do for Montana?

Geologic Mapping
Digital geologic maps based on substantial fieldwork are essential for all the research we do. Since the 1980s we have mapped 77% of
Montana, and all these maps are now available digitally. In the past biennium, the MBMG’s geologic mapping program:
*Completed 18 new geologic maps in 16 Montana counties: Beaverhead, Broadwater, Cascade, Dawson, Deer Lodge, Gallatin,
Granite, Jefferson, Lewis and Clark, Madison, McCone, Missoula, Powell, Prairie, Silver Bow, and Yellowstone, totaling over 2,150 sq miles.
* Assisted with and released 7 Montana maps created by university students from across the U.S.
*Our maps are used by industry, the general public, professors and students, and local County, State, and Federal agencies for such
purposes as groundwater investigations, mineral and energy resource assessment, geologic hazards assessment, locating sand and gravel
deposits, and geological research.




What do we put back into the Montana economy?

*Products: The MBMG provides reports, maps, geologic maps, and valuable databases for Montanans.

*Answers: If consultants, drillers, students, citizens, or legislators want to get information about
groundwater, earthquakes, mining, minerals, or natural resources, they call us! MBMG researchers
answer thousands of information requests each year.

*Research: The MBMG provides research on local water supplies, problems with high salinity and
selenium, acid mine drainage mitigation, superfund cleanup issues, organic waste-water chemicals,
and many more areas.

*Students: In 2010 alone, we hired 64 students to help with our work, paying them more than
$165,000.

*Tourism: The MBMG'’s Mineral Museum had an estimated attendance this biennium of ~18,000
visitors.We assisted the MT Department of Transportation in producing geologic highway signs to
inform the public about Montana’s stunning geological features.We also produce guidebooks, and
last year released a geologic field guide of Montana.

*Support of Local Economy: in 2010, about 30% of the MBMG’s funding went directly into the

local economy as contracted services and supplies.

Contact information: Butte office: Billings office:
MBMG MBMG
1300 W. Park St. 1300 N.27th St.
Butte, MT 59701 Billings, MT 59101 Please visit our website at http://mbmg.mtech.edu
406.496.4167 406.657.2938 for detailed information on our programs and projects,
Fax: 406.496.445| Fax: 406.657.2633 including a full 2008-2010 biennial report and up-to-date

edeal@mtech.edu tdonato@mtech.edu factsheets for the GWAP and GWIP programs.



