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January 13, 2011

To: Representatives — Montana Legislature
From: Big Sandy Schools Board of Trustees, Administration, Staff

RE: Funding of HB15 — SupportA of lity Schools Project Grant

On behalf of Big Sandy Schools; for the opportunity to address House Bill 15. The
proposed funding of Grant is dear to our hearts as we, along with 29
other school districts recipients of the grant through your continued

support of this prog

As a rural schiog
priority, we celebrate in'the 6§
projects. In 2007 we took the r
levy which will be paid in full in Februa 120
performed by CTA Architects and Engineers ¢ at ve been able to respond to

1ere continued maintenance and updates are a
put the final nail into our energy saving

buildings. But the biggest and most costly recommendatio lighting system to

the much more energy efficient TR 5 fixtures and place occ in_our buildings is a
project that would not be done without your help and the No
come upon the completion of the project. With said energy savin
district stands to save $10,000 to $15,000 a year in energy costs alon
change to Big Sandy Schools. Not only will this retrofit allow us to be mo
our part to save energy, but will also help maintain current programs and staff, extremely

significant in our school district.

We were not only excited for our opportunity to apply for the Quality Schools Grant and work
with their outstanding and helpful staff but were also thrilled for other schools districts to
potentially do much needed repairs, whether it be boiler replacements, roof replacements, and
other projects that would be completely out of reach without this grant award.

Elimination of this grant or any variation to the disbursement of funds would be such a discredit
to the program and to the 30 school districts that have been notified as potential recipients of
the Quality Schools Grant. It is our hope that you will not only keep the funding intact for
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Quality Schools for the current biennium but would also consider continued funding in the
future. We believe that school districts, as well as the companies who will facilitate the
construction of said projects, will be helped through this program as has been the case with the
Quick Start Program and prior Quality Schools grants.

Again, we thank the Legislators for our primary consideration in receipt of this year’s Quality
School Grant and for this forum to express our support and appreciation.




