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40-4-205. Guardian ad litem. (1) The court may appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the
interests of a minor dependent child with respect to the child's support, parenting, and parental contact.
The guardian ad litem may be an attorney. The county attorney, a deputy county attorney, if any, or the
department of public health and human services or any of its staff may not be appointed for this purpose.

(2) The guardian ad litem has the following general duties:

(a) to conduct investigations that the guardian ad litem considers necessary to ascertain the facts
related to the child's support, parenting, and parental contact; ’

(b) to interview or observe the child who is the subject of the proceeding;

(¢) to make written reports to the court concerning the child's support, parenting, and parental
contact;

(d) to appear and participate in all proceedings to the degree necessary to adequately represent the
child and make recommendations to the court concerning the child's support, parenting, and parental
contact; and

(e) to perform other duties as directed by the court.

(3) The guardian ad litem has access to court, medical, psychological, law enforcement, social
services, and school records pertaining to the child and the child's siblings and parents or caretakers.

(4) The court shall enter an order for costs and fees in favor of the child's guardian ad litem. The
order must be made against either or both parents, except that if the responsible party is indigent, the
costs must be waived.

History: En. 48-324 by Sec. 24, Ch. 536, L. 1975; R.C.M. 1947, 48-324; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 93, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch.
434, L. 1993; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 394, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 119, Ch. 546, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 343, L. 1997.
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