L February 17‘720117 :

: 7,\ Montana State Legxslature House Local Govemment Commlttee

o s b . t - HB494: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS GOVERNING EXEMPTION
SUNEE  FROM SUBDIVISION REVIEW FOR THE SALE, RENT, LEASE, OR OTHER CONVEYANCES OF
. BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, OR OTHER IMPROVEMENTS AND AMENDING SECTION 76:3: 204, M(

kk Te,stimo'ny: 5 by SuzAnne M Mrller Co—owner of Dunron Ranch

',“As the owner. of a smalI guest ranch located on ) the B1tterroot Rlver about 10 mrles south of Mrssoula I strongly;_ ,
o urge the Montana State Leglslature to pass HB 494 for the followrng reasons o §

Common Sense Requmng subdrv1sron rev1ew for any alterat1on of a parcel of land that would
portron of it to be leased or rented deﬁes common sense on several levels .

( K Merely bulldlng a structure such as a fence a barn ora second res1dence nnphes nelthe he /
L T B mtent to rent or lease nor to subdrvrde the parcel of property : :

. ‘Rentlng or leasrng a portron of a smgle piece of property does not constltute a transfer of
- property and hence should not be’ consrdered a “subdivision. » Thisis cotnpletely 1nconsxstent v
~ with other Montana laws and plain common sense. If rentmg constitutes a transfer of property, S
Sy how would any landlord ever be able to ev1ct a tenant for nonpayment of rent?" RES ‘

" e V"Currently the law con81ders the number structures ona smgle p1ece of property rather than the ot
" number of people utrllzlng the property A smgle structure housmg a 100 people does not: mvokea

~ 'the subdivision for lease or rent provision, while two separate structures housrng 2 people does.

" Under the laws its “roofs not res1dents” that count. Thrs makes no' sense in terms of road use, S

s trafﬁc or other issues of pubhc concern. : : ) T N

ol Multlple Structures Crltlcal to Guest Ranch Industry Guest calnns are the qumtessentral guest Gt
ranch accommodatrons and are greatly preferred by guest ranch chents Ttis nearly 1mposs1ble to: create e
o ‘a guest ranch that relles on a single structure for accommodatlons meetmg rooms, dining room, etc. -

; o Furthermore guest ranches should not have to face country subdrvrsmn rev1ew every t1me they need to S e
. add or change structures. ~ A DRSNS N 2 / ;

3 Important to Tourlsm Industry The tounsm 1ndustry is’ r:ritrcal to Montana S economy Tounsm
- brings not only direct expenditures and supports thousands of permanent and seasonal jobs, but it. servesi j
as Montana’s front porch for attractmg businesses which have nothlng whatsoever todo with tourrsm
* Business people from across the country come to Montana as a tourist and end up moving their
- businesses and. compames here to take advantage of our unsurpassed quality of life. The subd1 i on for gy
least or rent’ prov1s1ons of Tltle 76 in 1ts current form represent a very brg threat to Montana s tounsm f B
: ,‘flndustry L L G : 5 L 3 \ .

4 Small Busmess are the Backbone of Montana 'S Economy More than most states Montana rehes
o small businesses for the majonty of its jobs. and economic actrvrty Tltle 76 is partrcularly detnmen al to :
- small businesses that operate on thin proﬁt margms Imposmg costly,. and at time 1mpossrble
, subdrvrsron requirements on 'small business can make the difference closmg and- reaming. ﬁnancrally
- viable. Small businesses such as storage units, dog kennels; and horse bams are all subject to
,meamngless subdlvrsron rev1ew under the current law :
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