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RE: HB 309
FROM: Montana Wildlife Federation

Dear Honorable Representative: fﬁc&’eﬂ“/%@fé&

HB 309 will require your vote very soon. In the public interest, we are providing you with some thoughts on how HB
308 will affect every day Montanans. Since 1983, sportsmen have worked with farm and ranch interests to craft
stream/bridge access statutes that respect all interests.

HB 309 is unnecessary, counterproductive and unneeded. It is already illegal to access these diversions.
Literal interpretations of HB 309 could negatively impact thousands of recreationists and many waterways.
This will negatively impact fishers, floaters, river outfitters and tourists.

HB309 will expand the loss of access and conflicts.

Consider this: HB 309 could turn any side channel of a braided stream or river into a private stream.

The installation of some kind of a control structure, if one isn’t already there, and that side channel could become a
private stream. By constructing a side channel and diverting water year round, then the stream could become a
private stream - for anybody, any new landowner. Or while you are at it, just divert the whole flow. Under this bill, it

could be yours.

HB309 applies to any stream in the state with flows that include water diverted or returned through irrigation
practices - head-gates, weirs, dams, pumps — until it returns to the original stream. Under that definition the
following are examples of waterways , or channels of waterways that could be closed to public recreation or where
public access could be restricted:
e Poindexter Slough on the Beaverhead River
Side channels of the Jefferson River
Ruby River channels below the Ruby irrigation dam
Sun River
Fleshman Creek in Livingston
The East Channel of the Bitterroot River near Tucker Crossing
Flat Creek near Bowman’s Comers
Spring Creek in Choteau
Milk River below the St. Mary’s diversion
Many side channels of the Yellowstone River
Upper Clark Fork River
Bitterroot River
Beaverhead River
Big Hole River
Gallatin River
Flint Creek
And more.
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Please, We Don’t Want the Conflict — Vote NO for HE 308.
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