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61-6'301. Required motor vehicte insurance - famity member e*ctusiofllftffi
provided in subsection (1Xb), an owner of a motor vehicle that is registered and operated in Montana by
the owner or with the owner's permission shall continuously provide insurance against loss resulting from
liability imposed by law for bodily injury or death or damage to property suffered by any person caused by
maintenance or use of a motor vehicle in an amount not less than that required by 61-6-103, or a
certificate of self-insurance issued in accordance with 61-6-143.

(b) Notwithstanding the mandatory motor vehicle liability insurance protection provided for in
subsection (1)(a), nothing in this part may be construed to prohibit the exclusion from insurance coverage
of a named family member in a motor vehicle liability insurance policy.

(2) A motor vehicle owner who prefers to post an indemnity bond with the department in lieu of
obtaining a policy of liability insurance may do so. The bond must guarantee that any loss resulting from
liability imposed by law for bodily injury, death, or damage to property suffered by any person caused by
accident and arising out of the operation, maintenance, and use of the motor vehicle sought to be
registered must be paid within 30 days after finaljudgment is entered establishing the liability. The
indemnity bond must guarantee payment in the amount provided for insurance under subsection (1).

(3) Any bond given in connection with this section is a continuing instrument and must cover the period
for which the motor vehicle is to be registered and operated. The bond must be on a form approved by the
commissioner of insurance and must be with a surety company authorized to do business in the state.

(4) lt is unlawful for a person to operate a motor vehicle upon ways of this state open to the public as
defined in 61-8-101 without a valid policy of liability insurance in effect in an amount not less than that
required by 61-6-103 unless the person has been issued a certificate of self-insurance under 61-6-143,
has posted an indemnity bond with the department as provided in this section, or is operating a vehicle
exempt under 61-6-303.

61'6-304. Penalties. (1) Conviction of a first offense under 61-6-301 or 61-6-302 is punishable bya
fine of not less than $250 or more than $500 or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 10
days, or both. A second conviction is punishable by a fine of $350 or by imprisonment in the county jail for
not more than 10 days, or both. A third or subsequent conviction is punishable by a fine of $500 or by
imprisonment in the county jailfor not more than 6 months, or both.

(2) Upon a second or subsequent conviction under 61-6-301 or 61-6-302, the sentencing court shall
order the surrender of the vehicle registration receipt and license plates for the vehicle operated at the
time of the offense if that vehicle was operated by the registered owner or a member of the registered
owner's immediate family or by a person whose operation of that vehicle was authorized by the registered
owner. The court shall report the surrender of the registration receipt and license plates to the department,
which shall immediately suspend the vehicle's registration. The vehicle's registration status may not be
reinstated until proof of compliance with 61-6-301 is furnished to the department, but if the vehicle is
transferred to a new owner, the new owner is entitled to register the vehicle. The surrendered license
plates must be recycled or destroyed by the court unless the court decides to retain the license plates for
the owner until the registration suspension has been completed or the requirements for a restricted
registration receipt have been met. Upon proof of compliance with 61-6-301 and payment of fees required
under 61-3-333 for replacement license plates and registration decal and under 61-3-341'for a
replacement registration receipt, during the period of 90 days from the date of a second conviction or 180
days from the date of a third or subsequent conviction, the department shall issue a restricted registration
receipt to the offender. A restricted registration receipt limits the use of the motor vehicle operated at the
time of the offense to use solely for employment purposes until the date indicated on the restricted
registration receipt.

(3) Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction under 61-6-301 or 61-6-302, the court shall order the
surrender of the driver's license of the offender, if the vehicle operated at the time of the offense was
registered to the offender or a member of the offender's immediate family. The court shall send the
driver's license, along with a copy of the complaint and the dispositional order, to the department, which
shall immediately suspend the driver's license. The department may not reinstate a driver's license
suspended under this subsection until the registered owner provides the department proof of compliance
with 61-6-301 and the department determines that the registered owner is otherwise eligible for licensure.

(4) The court may suspend a required fine only upon a determination that the offender is or will be
unable to pay the fine.

(5) A court may not defer imposition of penalties provided by this section.



(6) An offender is considered to have been previously convicted for the purposes of sentencing if less
than 5 years have elapsed between the commission of the present offense and a previous conviction.


