
Steve Bullock
Attomey General

[tu$li\ii:S$ & LulBe 'i
DIVISION OF CRIMINAL INVESTI

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
STATE OF MONTANA

PO Box 2O1417
2225EleventhAvenue
Helen4 MT 59620-1417
(406) M4-3874
FAX: (406) 444-2759

March 3,2011

HB 307

I am Deputy State Fire Marshal Pat Clinch, and I am asking you to table HB 307. HB 307 will not let
the Building Codes Council adopt as part of the state building code a provision to require life safety
fire sprinklers in new homes built in Montana. This bill is a major clange in the *uy Uuitairrg 

"oi",are adopted in Montana. Currently the building codes council MCA 50-6b-115, madi up of li
members who are appointed to the council, have unique skills and knowledge that allowthem to
determine the appropriate codes to incrude in the staG building code.

The building code council is required to determine the needs of ttre construction industry, the public
interest, cost-effectiveness and safety when adopting the codes. The intent of the Intemational
Residential Code is to establish minimum requirements to safeguard the public safety, health and
general welfare through afifordability, structural strength, means of egress fu"iliti"r, stability,
sanitation, light and ventilation, energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire and
other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide safety to the firefighters and
emergency responders during emergency operations.

This bill takes that decision process away from the council with respect to fire sprinklers before the
council has had a chance to review and alter or adopt this section of the residential code. If this bill
becomes law the code council may have to alter other sections of the residential building code to meet
the intent of the code and the needs ofpublic safety.

Our concem is that a precedent may be set that the next code topic a goup may not endorse will be
brouglrt here to the legislature and not through the current pro."rr of using thebuilding codes council
that is charged with implementation and interpretation of the state building code.

We urge you to table this bill and let the established course of building code adoption be followed,

I have included statistics for fire deaths in Montana back to 1976 andresidential fre deaths and
properfy loss for 2000 -2010. To date in2}ll there have been 8 fire deaths, and 7 of those deaths
have been in residential occupancies.
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