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I, Sharon Indge am representing myse$ and the Bozeman Cha.oter of Montana landords

Association (MLA) and even landlords who are not MLA members. '

I sincerel-v apologize and regret I was not able to attend the hearing on HB 354 tbis morning' I
welcome calls regarding any additional questions or concems prior to votilq on this bill' Being a

landlord fron Bozeman I do rent to MSU students and have experiehce lvith the pros and cons

ofrenting to students. Additionally, I have a mobile home cor.rt and specialize in Lolv income

arlordable housing. I arn TOTALLY in SUPPORT ofibill and am asking each of lng{to support

and give this bill a do pass. -lrivrc'

Since this passed two yeaxs ago it has been a nighnnare, extra burden andthe additional

requirements of the ak;ady **V and confusing regUlations and rules in our business' It has

ireen extremely cosrty u"a tirnk consuming ,"Li.ti is counterproductive to a{foldable housing

issues. It is vague resulting in a potential dbiliry we have NO conirol over. Labor and

lndusbies involvement h^-.orptl*t"d the iszue firthelb5yond whht the intent of tire originzu

bill. t had to fight to get themio remove rcquirement#ii;tectric units tbat don't even have a

soruce of CO pneseff;hich is cornrnon ,ensr.. The many urangfacturers requirements are all

differenl and they are in the business of selling the units and wouldllike you to have one ev€f,y 2

inches, so it seems. I know this doesn't make ihe place any safer and it is unreasonable' I am

100% in favor of Health and Safety urd well being of all people. I have a degree in Chemistry

and Microbiolog, and worked in the Environmental Health and Toxicology profession for years

so I do understand the risks and hazards of CO and it CAN be deadly. This requirement singling

out rentals only arc not the trrswer nor is it saving lives.

L I believe in hrdividual personal responsibility and accountabilit-v' Eachperson needs to be

ware of and protect ones self aod families heakh and welfare to be informed and protect

themselves not pass it on to someone else.

2. The students can get FREE CO detectors from the offices student legal services'

3. Additionally, NorthwestemEnergy* will provide to their customers these detectors FREE of

charge and other safery and energy *i"g dlvices at the energy fain they 
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have

reUaLs and specials people * tukr aOvirtags of regularly. The latrdlord CAIINOT pick these

up for rental units. They believe the person living in the place should'ue pro-acdve'

4. I provide fire estinguishers, CO &ectectoru "id 
smoke alarms in my units u'here applicable as

I do care about rny tenan8 and to also need to protect my investnent' Many insurance

companies will give a safety reduction on insurance premiums to help out. I believe this issue is

between the insgrance company who is worried about ttre liablility:and the insured' lfthis is a

mqior problem with high deaths rate (more than 400 nationwide and few if any in Montana and

proUuUly in homes not rental units) were a problem ttre insurance industry would require it for

insurance purchase n&ichthey do not.

5. Montana Landlords association has a website to help Landlords and tenants answer questions-

\Ve get many calls ftom both with questiom and concems here in Bozernan. I can honestl-v say

the Bozeman area MLA chapter (home of MSU) have NEVER received a call about CO or lack
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6' city of Bozeman Yd fire departnent, I have been told, do NoT require them due to thenumber of false positives and calls that are not a problem which costs the city money in
lesr_ondins to non-problems. It's a waste of taxpayer money and resources.7' Too-many agencies are involved in the buildini codes *d it confusing and conflicting. Frommy uncierstandiug the.UBC doesn't require them is they are NoT that ircclrate and reliable. Thescience' data and statistics are not there in the research. ntr, *"rid,fr#?# iro**.8' These detectors are removable and not pemmn*rrt 

"*ri"d and ALWAys when the tenantmoves the'y STEAL.*ry' even rvhen I put my name and phone number in black marker all over
9"1"' If they provide they own our problem solved. ril* ir getring old and expensive.9' Tenants often in general tsnd to remove the batteries of both the co dectector and smokealarrns. nor do they change the batteries regutarly as they d"";;ik;-,hr"d;i;;;** off r findvery many do this as this'. I am a landlord not a profess-ional bab.vsitter una *uir,ot force peopleto do things nor should I be required to do it forthem. Truthfully, {l the detectors also gomissing and are broken or disabled when I check out a unit more oflen than not.l0' As a landlord we do not nor can we go into peoples home as that would be an invasion ofprivacv and oftenrenants feer its harassment. we do get calts aii;;il;;';;df.. we do
lYarntenanf and equipment checks as \,!€ ar€.requireJ to provide **ting dti"g appliances.However' we cannot conftol what otlter people do in their homes especially with removable.ievices.
1 l ' The current law singles out Landlords not ail people and housing. Most landlords I knowcare about their tenants and their investnrent and do what is d;;ifi""ig".;;*ainten'ention being necessary.

This Iaw on the boo\t is unnecessary, burdensorne, costly, and time consurning. contrary topublic belief landlords are not endlessrv ri$-tu1hu*,e ; ib y*r investrnent th; is real\,hard toget to pencil out aod Tq" a go of it especially in this ."ooo*y In Bozeman there are manvvacancies, rents have had to be reducei somerimes hu,'dreds Jid"ih*;;il. ;;;t#trfincreased Taxes and insurance and extra things imposed on u, *" making it haxd to make itrnuch less provide affordable housing- The same people wanting all these extra requirements arethe saure people complaining tlf-housing is too e4pensive and not.affo,rdable. There is only somuch a business can endure and do. Most tenants just want a nice place to live that they can

ffiili,t"* 
regulations and paperwork IS not the answer. I ask each of you to please suppoil

Thank you for you time
Sharon Lodge
235 Cirque Drive
Bozeman. MT 59219

406-587-1710
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