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March 21,2011

RE: HB 275,H8 408, HB 464

Sen. Joe Balyeat, Chair
Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affuirs Committee Members

Dear Senator Balyeat and Committee Members:

The Doctors Company supports the above referenced bills scheduled for hearing on
March 2I,2AT1. The Doctors Company is owned by its members and is the nation's
largest insurer of physicians, including 3T4Montana physicians.

Due to a conflict in hearings, I have asked that these commsnts be submitted and placed
in the rccord for the followins bills.

HB 275 (Rep. Reichner) This bill would require that in survivorship actions brougtrt by a
decedent's estate, damages for lost future earnings be offset by the amount the decedent
would have spent on normal expenses. This offset is currently made in wrongftil death
agtions, but not in survivorship actions.

HB 408 (Rep. Smith) This bill would set the statute of limitations for a medical liability
action at?yearc from the date of injury or discovery. This bill would provide that injured
patients have the same amount of time to file suit as plaintiffs in many other civil cases

including defamation, assault, trespass, and property damage. A reasonable statute of
limitations is an important factor in shortening the often too-lengthy process of resolving
a medical liability action.

HB 464 (Rep. Blasdel) This bill rvould promote the recruitment of hard-to-recruit
specialists in pediatrics and gerontology by establishing a higher standard of proof for
liability actions against these specialists.

Montana physicians face many challenges in providing care, from physician shortages in
rural areas, to increasing uncertainty regarding reimbursement, to growing pressure on
primary care and on high-risk specialties. The measures listed above will help maintain
stability in liability costs, which will in turn protect access to quality care.

We urge your supporl of these bills. Thank you for your consideration.

Mona Jamison, Lobbyist for The Doctors Company
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