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MY NAME IS JULIE TONEY. I LIVE AT 6 SANDPIPER, TOWNSEND,
MONTANA. 1 HAVE BEEN AN EMPLOYEE OF STAPLES IN HELENA SINCE
MARCH 31, 1997. 1 AM THE LAST ORIGINAL EMPLOYEE OF THE HELENA
STAPLES STORE.

I HAVE WORKED CONTINUOUSLY FOR STAPLES AND HAVE BACKED
UP MANAGEMENT AND TAKEN ON MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
DURING MY WORK AT STAPLES.

I HAVE HAD INJURIES ON-THE-JOB TO MY BACK, BOTH SHOULDERS
AND BOTH HANDS/WRISTS. I HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH CARPAL
TUNNEL IN BOTH HANDS RECENTLY DUE TO REPETITIVE USE. MY BACK
WAS INJURED LIFTING AND MY SHOULDERS WERE INJURED DUE TO THE
REPETITIVE HEAVY LIFTING IN THE STORAGE ROOM AS WELL AS HELPING
CUSTOMERS MOVE AND LIFT BOXES.

I LIKE MY JOB AND THE STAPLES PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS LIKED ME
AND WANTED ME TO STAY ON. I HAVE BEEN A VERY LOYAL EMPLOYEE.

OVER TIME MY INJURIES HAVE MADE IT NECESSARY FOR ME TO
CHANGE JOB DUTIES AND REDUCE MY HOURS. MY HOURS WHEN
REDUCED HAVE CAUSED A FINANCIAL HARDSHIP ON MYSELF AND MY
HUSBAND WHO IS A DISABLED POWER COMPANY WORKER.

WE LIVE ON A VERY TIGHT BUDGET. WE HAVE HAD DIFFICULTIES
PAYING BILLS DURING MY PERIODS OF INJURY AND WAGE LOSS. MY
MEDICAL CONDITIONS HAVE REQUIRED ONGOING CARE AND WILL
REQUIRE ONGOING CARE. I REQUIRE PAIN MEDICINES AND PAIN
MANAGEMENT PRESCRIBED BY DR. WEINERT, MY TREATING DOCTOR. IF
THESE BENEFITS WERE CUT OFF I WOULD BE UNABLE TO DO ANY KIND OF
WORK OR ACTIVITIES. MY PAIN WOULD RISE TO LEVELS PROBABLY
REQUIRING ME TO BEHOSPI Al KECEIVE EMERGCENCY CARE, \}J

MY MEDICAL TREATMENTS DON'T REQUIRE SURGERY. UNDER THE
NEW LAW CHANGE I WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE MY MEDICINES OR
TREATMENT FOR MY PAIN. I WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO
WORK AT ALL AND WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO THE
LIMITED WORK THAT I HAD BEEN ABLE TO DO OVER THE LAST YEARS
BECAUSE I WOULD NOT HAVE ANY WAY TO PAY FOR MEDICAL CARE. MY
MEDICINES AND VISITS TO MY PAIN MANAGEMENT DOCTOR ARE
CONSTANT. THEY ARE REQUIRED TO TREAT MY BACK AND SHOULDER
PROBLEMS.
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ALSO, IF I COULD NOT PICK MY OWN DOCTOR THE INSURANCE
DOCTOR WOULD CUT ME OFF. MY TREATING DOCTOR HAS BEEN WRITING
LETTERS AND HAS SUPPORTED MY NEED FOR ONGOING MEDICAL CARE.
IF I WERE REQUIRED TO GO TO AN INSURANCE COMPANY DOCTOR I
WOULD HAVE TO FIGHT TO KEEP MY MEDICAL CARE AND TREATMENT. 1
EXPERIENCED THIS OVER THE MONTHS OF MY CLAIM.

MY HUSBAND AND I HAVE A VERY TIGHT BUDGET. WE HAVE
BARELY BEEN ABLE TO MAKE OUR HOME PAYMENTS AND BASIC BILL
PAYMENTS WITH MY INCOME. WHEN MY INCOME WAS REDUCED
BECAUSE OF MY WORK COMP INJURIES WE COULDN’T PAY BILLS. IT HAS
BECOME HARDER AND HARDER TO DO SO. I DID RECEIVE SOME PARTIAL
SETTLEMENT PAYMENTS. WITHOUT THOSE SETTLEMENT PAYMENTS WE
WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY. IF THE LAW
WERE CHANGED WHERE I RECEIVED NO PARTIAL PAYMENTS WHEN I
SETTLED MY SHOULDER INJURIES OR BACK INJURY WE DEFINITELY
WOULD HAVE BEEN IN A VERY DIFFICULT FINANCIAL PLACE.

THE LAW NOW GIVES ME THE POSSIBILITY FOR IMPAIRMENT
PAYMENT AND SETTLEMENT. WITH MY LOW IMPAIRMENT RATINGS I
WOULD NOT HAVE HAD ANY ABILITY UNDER THESE NEW CHANGES TO
RECEIVE THE SMALL SETTLEMENTS TO PAY BACK CREDITORS AND PAY
ON MY BILLS. WE STILL DID NOT CATCH UP BUT AT LEAST WE DIDN’T GO
TO A DEEPER FINANCIAL HOLE.

THE STRESS OF MY PAIN FROM MY INJURIES HAS CAUSED ME TO
HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF ANXIETY AND IS VERY UPSETTING. I HAVE BEEN
DOING MY BEST TO KEEP WORKING AND NOW WORK ABOUT 10 HOURS TO
15 HOURS PER WEEK, WHICH IS ALL I CAN WORK GIVEN MY INJURIES. 1
LOVE TO WORK AND AM VERY SORRY THAT I HAVE HAD TO BE ON WORK
COMP.

BUT THE WORK COMP MEDICAL IS THE ONLY WAY 1 COULD PAY
MEDICAL CARE TO RELIEVE MY PAIN. AND, THE SMALL WORK COMP
PARTIAL DISABILITY SETTLEMENTS DID ALLOW ME TO WORK FOR MORE
YEARS THAN I CERTAINLY WOULD HAVE WORKED IF I WAS TOTALLY
SHUT OUT. MY INCOME HAS BEEN CUT MORE THAN HALF DUE TO MY
REDUCED HOURS AND MY WAGES HAVE BEEN REDUCED AS WELL. THIS IS
EXACTLY WHY THE LAW NEEDS TO STAY THE SAME AND GIVE SOME HELP
TO INJURED PEOPLE LIKE ME TO MAKE UP FOR THE MANY FINANCIAL
LOSSES THAT INJURY CAUSES.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND PLEASE DO NOT PASS THIS BILL
WHICH WOULD LET THE INSURANCE COMPANY PICK MY DOCTOR AND
CUT OFF MEDICAL CARE WAY TOO SOON. YOU HAVE A DIFFICULT JOB
BUT PLEASE DON’T TAKE THIS OUT ON INJURED WORKERS LIKE MYSELF.

322 20)) f)wm A /mmu/f

Date J Toney
6! Sandplper
P.O. Box 347
Townsend, MT 59644
Telephone: (406) 266-3502
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