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Energy Alliance Releases "Dashboard" Showing Trends in:Western

Western Oil and Natural Gas Development
Compilation of government data shotys continued decline in leasing, royalties

(Denver)- Western Energy Alliance today announced the release of a compilation of government data related to oil and
natural gas development on western public lands. Because government data of this sort are difficult to access,
Western Energy Alliance has compiled the data to help policymakers, the media and the general public identify
trends in westem oil and gas development over time.

This new data resource shows a continued decrease in the productive use of public lands for domestic oil and natural
gas development, and a significant corresponding decline in revenue to federal and state governments. The Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) has overseen a 79% drop in leases issued over five years in Colorado, Montana, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. Leasing revenue dropped 46% over the same period, and overall
onshore royalties have declined 33% over two years.

"Westem Energy Alliance remains dedicated to providing timely and credible data to enable policymakerc to make
informed decisions on how to best manage our public lands," said Spencer Kimball, Manager of Government Affairs.
"Our'Westem Oil and Natural Gas Dashboard' reveals a clear trend toward decreased access of the American
people to oil and natural gas on public lands. This trend, if continued, will result in a decline in energy development
with a resulting loss of jobs, and less revenue for federal and state treasuries at a time when Americans are very
concemed about out-of-control deficits and spending."

Notable Trends:

Employment
. Employees of the oil and natural gas industry in the West typically earn 86% more than the state average

and670/o more than the U.S. average
. The oil and natural gas industry supports 488,000 jobs in the West (8.1% of total regional employment)
o Western oil and natural gas employees receive over $27 billion in annual labor income (10.3% of total

regional labor income)

Tax and Royalty Revenues

Revenue from onshore federal royalties, rents, and bonuses declined from $4.2 billion to $2.8 billion
between 2008 and 2010,a 33% decrease

Every dollar appropriated for BLM's Onshore Oil & Gas Management Program gengrates over $40 in
royalty, rent, and bonus revenue for the federal treasury

In 2009, oil and natural gas development in the West provided $6.6 billion in difect govemment revenue,

which is used for impacted communities, schools, conservation funds, and other public benefits.

Production & Reserves
. The West produces 27% of total U.S. natural gas and 14% of total U.S. oil
o ln 2009, 42% of western oil and natural gas was produced on federal lands

Land Use
o Actual surface disturbance from oil and natural gas development is just 0.07% of total public lands in the

West



Of the 700 million acres of BLM-managed mineral estate, just 6.4% is leased for oil and natural gas
development

Leasing
. BLM offices in the West issued 531 leases in FY 2010, a 79% drop from the 2,499 leases issued in FY2005. Since FY2005, BLM has offered 60% fewer parcels andl0o/o fewer acres. Leasing revenue dropped 46% from $189.6 million in FY2005 to $101.6 million in FY2010. Since 1984, total leases in effect in the West declined 52o/o and acreage declined 61 %. BLM sold 75% fewer acres and issued 84% fewer acres in FY2010 than it did in FY2005
o In the firct two years of the Obama administration, BLM issued 76% fewer acres than the first two years of

the Clinton administration , and71o/o fewer acres than the first two years of the Bush adminishation

Leasing by State
Colorado
o Colorado BLM issued 34leases in FY2010, an 88% drop from the272leases issued in FY2005
o Leasing revenue dropped 85% from $18.4 million in FY2005 to $2.7 million in FY2010
o Since FY2005, 87% of offered parcels have been protested

Montana/Dakotas
r Montana BLM issued 70 leases in FY2010, a77o/o drop from the 306 leases issued in FY2005
o Since 1984, total leases in effect in Montana declined 66% and the total number of acres declined 74%
o North Dakota BLM issued 23 leases in FY2010, a 90% drop from the 229 leases issued in FY2005

New Mexico
o Leasing revenue dropped 56%, from $54.3 million in FY2005 to $23.9 million in FY2010
o New Mexico BLM issued 30,660 acres in FY2010, an84o/o drop from the 184,786 acres issued in FY2005

Utah
o Utah BLM issued 21 leases in FY2010, a 97% drop from the 617 leases issued in FY2005
. Leasing revenue dropped 96% from $33.8 million in FY2005 to $1.4 million in FY2010
. Since 1 984, total leases in effect in Utah have declined 71o/0, and the total number of acres has declined

75o/o

Wvominq
. Wyoming BLM issued 314 leases in FY 2010, a 61% drop from the 797 leases issued in FY2005
o Since FY2008, 90% of offered parcels have been protested
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Btt-$ as$essing land

By KAHL PUCKTTT
Tribune Staff Writer ln Montana

The U.S" Buleau nf k*i Sl*::-
agement in *,loni;iila h;rs b*gun
a"ssessing its pubiic lands' rr,ilder-
ness eharacleristir:s fi:r" r*ssihle
cirs:gnrii:oc ar'ruiici i;rnd .r n(,r\
designafion that daesn't requi|e
conttessional :pprovai

"l,\ie'll look at aress rvith t.h*se
*ha;tctedsrics and the public nili
*.ornment." sa:d Sianler,, "larrn*:.
lielcl rnanager ic:r rhe Bi"lt's
Hrrr,re Fietd $:fice. *'hich i$ piir:-
*rj' lhe 3"5 n'li!liErn-iicie Hi-t"ine,
distrier.

The proposiil is runnlng tnlr,
bt r*ng eritic r-clr: frl:i* rirr.*l*p-
n":en{-mrnded lalvrn*ke:rs trt :hc:
r1;rf€] {iapileii. bili rhe 5:i;tr: i:;*r
bliila!! siipixlri in:lr t*:1ir:f ii-
iir';31 qg;P1'P"*'t1

ln ller:en:i:t:r'- l;:t cr-ii;i 5rr::-*,
i;l;.r' lir::: Siii;iztr iirrifii-r{: ih{:
lll"\1 tii r*-inr.,*i:it:n'. .i i:: n:Iiirr-::..

See WILD LAND. 4A

r Blfrl acreage: E million
acres

r Desrgnateci u,,ilderness.
6,347 acres

r W!fierness $t*dy area$:
449,963 acres

o Leaseo to oil and gas
industry. 3.2 mrltron acr*s

r Leased to ali and gas tn
productron: 762.000

1,, ,r "3 it:" i',.r;rri L: . S:C,+i.

iierr! il n:;r:rag*; r':;tti**;lll.J, fr;:
il'i !*e r:: *s-s- ch.arecierisiicr and
g;l::ri:iC dr:;.jnali{JTt .r> rt'ild
Ia nc*r. " 13L1{ l]iree:ls"ir Sci: .rbbcl..
i.lcrtr":tird t:tc ri-i;t;.:l:\'t: t; thitn
rig :l t?elr ci]tif*e :iji i:;.iianc*';
i,i::d rna:t;rger::e r:l- "

Abar:l ;i,iiirii ;*f!'e: *i:;:e Sl-li'.:
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