March 3, 2011

TO: Chairman Alan Olson Harfy Clock and members of the Senate Energy and
Telecommunications Committee .

RE: Support of HB 198; Ceher@lly Revise Eminent Domain Laws

Sweetgrass Development is comprised of a five county region in North Central Montana including
Glacier, Cascade, Pondera, Teton and Toole Counties. Sweetgrass Development is an Economic
Development District with designation through the U.S. Economic Development Administration as well
as a Certified Regional Development District through the state of Montana. The mission and objectives
of the organization are to assist the governments and citizens in each county ard the Blackfeet Nation,
achieve their economic goals, while preserving their distinct cultures and way of life. :

Sweetgrass Development enthusiastically supports HB 198, an act to generally revise eminent domain
laws to include public utilities. The Montana-Alberta Tie Line, a proposed transmission line extending
from Lethbridge, Alberta to Great Falls, Montana, is contained within our economic development area.
The jobs that will be created from the construction of the line as well as the increased employment
opportumtles generated from additional wind farms that are being proposed, will be invaluable to the
region. Sweetgrass Development represents Glacier County, one of the lowest socio-economic areas,
with the highest unemployment rate in the state. If this change is not made, the MATL project will not
be completed and all future energy projects will cease to exist. Simply put, 1nclud1ng public utilities
within the language will create employment opportunities that during these economic times, are
desperately needed, ultimately increasing the tax revenues for the state of Montana.

'

We urge you to please support HB 198

Thank you for your time and consideration. , ‘ : ,

Sweetgrass Development

521 1™ Avenue Northwest Great Falls, MT 59404
Phone 406-727-5173 Fax 406-454-6903
www.sweetgrassdevelopment.org.




118 E. Seventh St.; Suite 2A Anaconda, MT 59711
ph: 406.563.5259 fx: 406.563.5476
http://www.medamembers.org

MEDA represents over 230 members who are actively involved in local economic activity,
community development, job retention and job creation for Montana.

March 2, 2011

TO: Chairman Alan Olson and members of the Senate Energy and Telecommunications
Committee (Room 317; 3:00pm)

RE: HB198 Generally Revise EminehtDomain Laws
MEDA stands in support of HB198 which would generally revise eminent domain laws by
reinstating public utilities into the law. This legislation clarifies a long standing principle that

was called into question by other branches of government.

Historically, public utilities were included in eminent domain/language. This legislation clarifies
that policy.

The right of eminent domain historically provided to utilities aliow for growth and development
in our state. While we support private property rights, venues are available to protect and
compensate 1nd1v1duals while providing for the common good.

‘We urge your support of HB198.

Sincerely,

e X I AL ™~

Jim Davison, President
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