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Don Merritt
Acting Director
Montana Board of Crime Control

Po Box zbrqog
Helena, MT 59520

Dear Don:

Thank you for you,r letter of February t6,lltt. I appreciate you providing the information on the

pending legislation in your state, arrcl the opportunityto comment on the issuesthat are presented'

In working with our Programs staff, the Office of the Chief Financial Officer (OCFO) and the Office of

General counsel (oGc), the following are our responses to the questions presented' Your letter

indicates, and the proposed legislation you have provided would seem to support' the fact that a transfer

of the Montana Board of crime contror (MBcc)from the Montana Department of iusticetothe Montana

Department of Corrections would be for administrative purposes only and would not alter the current

strLrcture or operations ef the agency. yet, the statute you have provided {MCA 2-15-L2L} indicates that

agencies allocated to a department for administrative purposes orrly seem to maintain autonomv in terms

of most of its functions, but its budget wourd be directed and supervised by (in this case) the Department

of corrections. As you indicated in your retter, it is uncrear which errtity wiil administer the MBCC budget

after the administrative change takes effect (li it does at all). This uncertainty complicates the question

somewhat, but we believe that if an Administrative Funding Adjustment (AFA) is necessary (and it may

n e]a1t-c1L! 9 qo_lu_glp q{ i ti_o u s I v

.^-:--A ^n..-^+^i^-i+.rtacionatinninadministertheJusticeGrantprogramsandtheonly/ Question: Assuming MBCC retains its designation to administer the Justice G

i fr"g t# .nung., is the Departrnent that MBCC is administratively attached to would we still need to go

il;;"";; ooi"'"'t,r.tive Funding Adjustment process for each of our active grants?

Respanse.. rfthereisacrrangeintheentitythatisresponsibreandaccountabrefortheadministration,^, L^^,.1 +ha l\/lRfc
Irillri.rr";;.;;;;,;;;.ri,.ri,-in"nannrnwourdbenecessarv. rf,ontheotherhand,theMBCC
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il:'^;]'i'il.ililil:;;;1u,i;" i''rn. Montana Department or corrections, then the AFA would
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likely not be required, (one indicator to evaluate would be whether or not a new DUNS number would be

\ required for the entity after the administrative change)'
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budget authority for MBCC would we need to 1{ Question: lf the Department of corrections assurnes the
t\ go through the AFA process?
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Question: Assuming we needed to go through the AFA process and could not start closing out our grants
for de-obligation until 7 /1'lzalJ. Knowing that July through september is the busy grant time for oJp
what is the expected time frame that funding courd be herd up?

Response: We are unclear about the context for the timeframe of July L,20LL, but assume that it is
predicatedonwhenthenewlegislationispassedandtimeforMBCCtoreacttothatlegislation. 

lfanAFA
is required, and as long as the new entity withiri the Department of Corrections is set up and has
appropriate staff in place, we believe that the AFA process can be processed within 60 to 90 days by oJp.
These types of adjustments are done on a routine basis, and should not hold up other grant activities
within OJP.

Qugstion: We have grants with most of the oJP Bureaus including ARRA grants. ls there a possibility tlrat
some of our grant funds may not be re-obligated to MBCC?

Response: Based on what has been described, as long as tlre MBCC retains the responsibility as the State
Administering Agency, and no other substantive change to that entitv occurs, we see no reason for a re-
ob ligation.

Question: lf we needed to go through the AFA process would this also impact the award of new srant
applications as well?

Response: No, the AFA process would not impact the award of new grants. However, that also asslrrnes
that the MBcc remains the State Administrative Agency forthe funds it currently adrninisters, as
designated by the Governor.

I hope the information presented above is helpful, and please let me know if we mav be of further
asststance.
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James H. Burch, ll

Acting Director
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,/-- Question; rf the Department of corrections assumes the budget authority for MBCC would we need to i
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eqestion: Assuming we needed to go through the AFA process and could not start closing out our grants

for de-obrigation untir 7l,l2ot..Kn-owing that rury through septerirber is the busy grant time for oJP

whatistheexpectedtimefrarnethatfundingcouldbeheldup?

Response: We are unc|ear about the context for the timefranre of July I,2o.,I, but assume that it is

predicated on wrren the new regisration is passed and time for MBCC to react to that legislation' lf an AFA

isrequired,andaslongasthenewentitywithintheDepartmentofcorrectionsissetupandhas
appropriatestaffinplace,webe|ievethatt|reAFAprocesscanbeprocessedwithin60tog0daysbyOJP.
These types of ad.iustments are done on a routine basis, and shourd not hord up other grant activities

within OJP.

;ffi" ;e grants with most of the oip Bureaus incruding ARRA grants. rs there a possibility that

J our grant funds may not be re-obligated to MBCC?

Response: Based on what has been described, as rong as the MBcc retains the responsibility as the state

\\ Administering Agency, and no other substantive change to that entity occurs' we see no reason for-q re-

t\tobligatlon. 
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, , -il;;, ,f ;;;..ded to *" ,ir""*n the AFA process woutd this also impact the award of new grant

It apPlications as well?

i
\ Response., No, the AFA process wou|d not impact the award of new grants. However, that also assllmes

\.,, that the MBCC remains the State Admirristrative Agency for the funds it currently adrninisters' as

\
bedgnated

I hopethe inforrnation presented above is helpful' and please let me know if we may be of further

assistance '

SincerelY,
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H. Burch, ll

Actirrg Director


