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The opportunity we have to be hunters. has its root in the American
Declaration of Independence. In an 1842 dispute over access to wild resources in
America, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:
"when the revolation took placeJhggefu.of each stute became themselves

sovereigry and .... the prerogatives ... which before belongecl .., to the
crown..., became immediately und rightfully vested in the st&te.,, / In other
words. the old realit)'of the king's deer
becoming the people's game.

The issue became more specific in a later wildlife case, where the U.S. Supreme
Court held that this power held by the states:

and not ..
tt

The opportunifv for an individual to be a hunter sprouted in the American
Declaration of Independence and was delivered to our generation, defined as a public
trust. The document that declared all men to be-free and equal. also declared that we
would share the-fish andwildli-fe qf the American commons.

HB 387 is another effort to overturn the citizen initiative I-161 that ended the
privileged allocation of hunting opportunity to clients of outfitters. I respectfully plead
that you vote NO on this legislation for a number of reasons.

First. the ballot issue brought blr Montana hunters was specifrcally designed to
end granting privileged access to hunting licenses to commercial interests, or the
wealthiest among us who were basically privatizing a public resource. The fact that
Montana hunters took this action, and the people of Montana responded favorably to it,
should be sufficient testimony that HB 387 is nothing more than special interest political
manipulation to suppress the will of the people.

Second. the public trust responsibility the state holds in wildlife conservation and
management has resulted in the most successful wildlife restoration effort in human
history. This effort was driven by an uncomplicated set of principles, that basically held,
that if we all conserved we would all equitably share the benefits. HB 387 would head us
back into old aristocratic hunting models where history has taught us wildlife is lost and
hunters are vilified. 3

'4r u.s. 367 (1842).
' 161 U.S. sl9 (1896).
' In England the Aurocs, bear, beaver, wolf, boar, and reindeer went extinct. Oscar Wilde described fox
hunting as: The unspeakable in pursuit ofthe inedibte, and hunting has been attacked as a residual ofthe
hated aristocracy.



Third. there are places right here in America where states have been reckless with
their public trust responsibilities in wildlife allocation. In the one formal study of the
subject, that I am aware of, author Valerius Geist observed that: "Texas has but hatfthe
deer hunters of Wisconsin, yet almost five times the number of deer and three times the
human population; .... Paid hunting irauci* participation ritrr, th, *oiffirtont
factor supporting our system ofwildtife consirvatiin " a HB387 is little more than the
importation of the Texas model of wiiOtife management into Montana through fee
manipulation and imposing it upon Montana huniers clearly against the will of the voters
who supported preserving Montana's democracv of the wild.

Finally" Theodore Roosevelt, probably America's greatest hunter/conservationi
ever, wrote in his 1913 autobiography: "There have been iristocracies which have
played a great an beneficient part at the stages in the growth of mankind; but we had
come to the stage where for our peopre what was ,rri *o, a r"eal democracy; and of a1
Qrms of tyranny the least attractive qnd the most vulgar is the tyranny of mire wealth,
the tyranny of a plutocrecy. " H imol
of the hunt in Montana. TR was also specific to hunte-rs when in tbos t" *

" ... ond the rich people, who qre content to
buy what they have not the skilt to get by their own exertioni - these qre the men who are
the real enemies of game. "

A prominent20th Century conservation writer, Emerson Hough, writing in the
Izaak Walton League Journal Volume l, No. I in 1922 addressed the American wildlife
restoration experiment and told us: "When one unclean hand touches the management of
this experiment, then it faits. Wen one commerciqlized motive comes into its thought, 

'
then itfails. when it becomes the organ of any man's vanity, the tool of any man,s
seffishness then it fnils. "

It is important to preserve the democracy of the wild - vote No on HB 3g7.s

' Valerius Geist, I1ou Markets in llildlife Meat and Pqrts, anrJ the Sale o/'Hunting privileges Jeopardize
Wildlife Conservation Conservation Biology. Vol. 2. No. l. l9gg.

- The fiscal note has a pretty clear picture of HB 387. It is a quagmire that it dedicates 40%o of thelicenses
to those nonresidents who are willing to spend $300.00 more for the licenses. This two class system gives
wealthier non residents their own license pool.
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