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January 14, 2011

Dear Senator Wittich:

I write to you today in response to your request for information regarding Montana's role in federal
lawsuits.

While changes in what you were requesting led to some confusion earlier in the week, after hearing your
testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee (transcribed below), I believe the following clarifies what
you are seeking:

"I also asked the Attorney General's office last week for a case register of all of their cases they have
intervened on in federal court. To date, I have still not received it, although they have promised it.
I'd ask this committee to leave the record open long enough so that I can provide that case register to
you. I would imagine there have been many cases that the Montana Attorney General has intervened
on that are much less costly and much less important than this lawsuit in the state of Florida."

Our records reflect that the only time this office has intervened in a federal district court case since 2000
is in Montana Shooting Sports Association, Second Amendment Foundation and Gary Marbut v. Eric
Holder, Attorney General of the United States of America. Our intervention in that case was in defense

£ the Montana Firearms Freedom Act [MCA § 30-20-101], passed by the 61° Legislature and signed by
Governor Schweitzer. This office intervened after the United States notified the Montana Attorney
General that it intended to question the constitutionality of a Montana law as part of its defense.

If you have further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
J (
Y, :
ALI BOVINGDO
Chief Deputy Attorney General

cc: Senator Jason Priest
Montana Senate Judiciary Committee
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